GENERAL MEETING

The MINUTES of a GENERAL MEETING held in the Board Room, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on Wednesday 7th January 2004 at 7.00 p.m.

Present
Mrs P S Sweeney (Chairman)


Mrs. C S Atcheson


Mrs. T M Birkett 


Mr T M Crookall


Mr. D J Lace


Mr. J E Lightfoot 


Mrs. C A Moughtin 


Mr. R J Quayle


Mrs. J C Scanes




In attendance
Mr. P G Leadley (Town Clerk)


Mr. W E Cain (Technical Officer)

CHAIRMAN’S
03/374
The Chairman welcomed the Press to the first

WELCOME

meeting of 2004 and wished everyone a Happy New Year.  Mrs. Sweeney indicated that she was impressed with the Christmas lights and Christmas decorations around the town and reported that the switching on of the Christmas lights undertaken by Peel Pantoloons had proceeded successfully together with the childrens fancy dress competition that followed the switching on ceremony.  

STANDING 
03/375
The Chairman signed the revised Standing 

ORDERS

Orders which would be effective from 7th January 2004.  

MINUTES
03/376
The Minutes of the Board meeting held on 3rd December 2003 were taken as read and CONFIRMED.

DEVELOPMENT
03/377
The Town Clerk referred to a letter from Mrs. H 

EAST QUAY

Hannan and after discussion it was AGREED to arrange to meet Mrs. Hannan to discuss future development of East Quay on Monday 26th January 2004.  

ROAD SAFETY
03/378 
The Town Clerk referred back to Minute 03/340 

ALBANY ROAD -

and indicated that a letter had been received 

TYNWALD ROAD

from the Planning Section of the Department of Transport which indicated that the Road Safety Officer had come to the conclusion that there was no justification in providing a school crossing patrol officer at this junction based on the number of children using the junction on their way to and from the Clothworkers School.  It was further noted that the Road Safety Office would make arrangements to advise the children regarding the use of this junction in a safe manner.  Reference was made to the possibility of a road traffic sign being erected on the main road into Peel warning drivers of the danger of school children crossing at this location and it was AGREED to raise the matter with the Department.  

HARBOUR JETTY
03/379
Reference was made back to Minute 03/341 and 

AND FOOTBRIDGE

comment was made over the contractor storing metal piles on the beach.  Concern was expressed and it was anticipated that the contractor would undertake piling operations shortly to enable the stored piles to be removed from the beach.

BUS SHELTER
03/380
Mrs. Birkett referred back to Minute 03/349 and 

DERBY ROAD

commented upon an incident when the road became grid-locked due to a lorry temporarily stopping in Derby Road preventing buses from passing.  Reference was made to the possibility that two parking spaces immediately adjacent to the Cathedral gates should be given over to extend the bus stop.  The matter was discussed and it was thought that an additional space might be obtained by reducing the length of double yellow lines below the bus shelter build out.  It was suggested that this matter be referred to the Department of Transport at the next Joint Transport Management Liaison Group meeting. 

MINUTES
03/381
A Report of the Works Committee held on 15th December 2003 was taken as read and ADOPTED.

MINUTES
03/382
A Report of the Housing Committee held on 17th December 2003 was taken as read and ADOPTED.  



Mr. Crookall referred to Minute 03/365 regarding new planning applications and wished to register his objection to the granting of approval in principle for the erection of a dwelling on land forming part of the Turrets, Ballaquane Road, Peel (PA 03/172/A).

ISSUE OF 
03/383
Mrs. Birkett referred back to Minute 03/367 and

PLANNING NOTICES

wished to register her opposition to the proposal from the Planning Committee that details for Review and Appeals be no longer sent out with application forms.  It was confirmed that the Town Hall retained a supply of Review and Appeal applications forms and was able to issue them on request to interested parties.

ADOPTION OF
03/384
Reference was made back to Minute 03/379 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACES
regarding a letter received from Heritage Homes 

BALLAWATTLEWORTH
Limited inviting the Commissioners to adopt the 

ESTATE

public open spaces at the Ballawattleworth Estate.  The Board queried the wording of the Minute and it was AGREED that the Commissioners would be prepared to adopt the open spaces at this estate in line with the Department of Transport adopting the estate roads.

MINUTES
03/385
A Report of the Finance Committee held on 22nd December 2003 was taken as read and ADOPTED.

DEPARTMENT OF
03/386
The Chairman welcomed Mr. Colvin Quaggin 

TRANSPORT – QUARTERLY
and Mr. Orry Mitchell of the Department of 

MEETING

Transport to the meeting to discuss a number of items:



DOUGLAS STREET



The Town Clerk referred to an enquiry received by E-mail regarding cars travelling in the wrong direction into Douglas Street.  Mr. Quaggin said that this was a matter that could properly be dealt with by the Western Traffic Management Liaison Group at its next meeting.  NOTED


MICHAEL STREET



Mr. Quaggin indicated that the Department had encountered difficulty in locating an electronic eye and bollard system for the road closure sign at the bottom of Michael Street.  A similar arrangement in Castletown had resulted in a defective system which the Department wished to avoid with regard to Peel.  It was noted that the matter was on going and the Department would keep the Commissioners informed as to progress.



STANLEY ROAD – TRAFFIC CALMING




Reference was again made to the on-going investigation into traffic calming measures at the bottom of Stanley Road.  Mr. Quaggin indicated that this matter could also be further considered at the next meeting of the Traffic Management Liaison Group.  NOTED


TEST BORE HOLES – MARINE PARADE



Mr. Crookall referred to test bore holes dug on Marine Parade some twelve months ago by Primeshade.  The holes had been temporarily in-filled but the work had not been properly undertaken.  Mr. Mitchell indicated that the Department would follow this up and reinstate the holes in a proper manner.  NOTED


MARINE PARADE



Reference was made to the deteriorated condition of the Marine Parade walkway.  The Commissioners were anxious to see the refurbishment work undertaken along this section of Promenade although Mr. Mitchell indicated that it would be a long time before any work could be undertaken due to budgetary constraints.  Arising therefrom reference was made to the replacement of the promenade railings.  This could not be achieved at the present time and the Department would only look to undertake a phased repair programme of the existing railings.  With regard to any public liability issue arising out of injury caused as a result of the railings Mr. Quaggin confirmed that the Department would be liable.  



Reference was also made to the revised parking arrangements at Marine Parade and it was queried as to why the parking spaces had been painted at right angles to the pavement and not on an angle as previously discussed.  Mr. Quaggin indicated that this matter would be referred to his colleague Simon Barker at the Department to investigate.



ALBANY ROAD



Reference was made to the investigation into the need or otherwise for a school patrol officer at the junction of Albany Road and Douglas Street and whilst the Road Safety Officer had indicated that there was no need for a school crossing patrol officer it had been suggested that some warning sign on the entrance into Peel near the junction indicating that children crossed this junction could be considered.  Upon discussion with the Department representatives it was AGREED that the Town Clerk refer the matter back to the Road Safety Officer.  



BUS STOP – DERBY ROAD



The Commissioners enquired as to whether the two spaces above the new bus shelter could be given over to exclusive use for the buses on the basis that the double yellow lines beneath the bus shelter could be removed to allow a replacement two more spaces.  It was again confirmed that this matter be referred to the Traffic Management Liaison Group for consideration.



BOATS – MILL ROAD



Mr. Lace enquired as to whether the Department was prepared to take any action to remove the boats left on the road side verge on Mill Road adjacent to the river.  Mr. Mitchell indicated that the Department would look into the matter with a view to asking the owners to remove their boats accordingly.



BALLAWATTLEWORTH ESTATE



Reference was made to the link walkway between the Belle Vue Estate and the new Ballawattleworth Estate.  The majority of the pavements had been constructed however there was a section of the link between these two estates that was in need of attention as a number of sewer grids were exposed and could cause someone to trip up.  It was understood that this matter still lay with the developer Heritage Homes Limited.  Discussion ensued over the adoption of the estate with particular regard to the public open spaces.  The Department indicated that it would not be responsible for such areas and it was likely that the Commissioners would take over the maintenance and control of the public open spaces.  Mr. Quaggin suggested that the planting of appropriate shrubs which entailed low maintenance should be considered at an appropriate time.  NOTED


DISABILITY ACCESS REPORT




Reference was made to the recently completed disability access report by Mr. Hoskinson, copies of which had been sent to the Department and the Commissioners.   It was deemed appropriate that this matter be considered by the Traffic Management Liaison Group at its next meeting.



Mr. Quaggin and Mr. Mitchell left the meeting at 8.30p.m.

WATER AUTHORITY
03/387
The Town Clerk referred to a letter from the Water Authority accompanied by a covering letter from the Department of Local Government and the Environment dated 15th December 2003 regarding the use of raw water instead of treated water.  As a result of the delays into the operation of the new water treatment plant to serve the East and certain other parts of the Island a request had been made as to whether various government departments and local authorities might be able to find ways of preserving treated water supplies.  It had been suggested that consideration be given to the use of raw water for non drinking purposes and the request was noted although it did not specifically affect the western part of the Island.

STREET
03/388
The Town Clerk referred to a request from the 

LIGHTING

Manx Electricity Authority indicating that a lighting column was beyond repair at Kerroo Coar, Peel.  The Board AGREED to its replacement at a cost of £910 plus VAT.



Reference was made to a further letter from the Manx Electricity Authority regarding its intention to underground certain cables in the vicinity of Castle Street gardens.  The work would involve the proposed positioning of a new street lighting column in the middle of the gardens and the cost including the civil works was in the region of £2,500.  At this stage it was AGREED that the Technical Officer contact the Manx Electricity Authority to liaise over this proposal.  

ROAD TRAFFIC
03/389
The Town Clerk referred to three recent Orders 

REGULATION ACT 1985
signed by the Minister for the Department of Transport under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1985.  The first Order related to the temporary prohibition of through traffic in Mona Street whilst building works took place on the former Chapel.  The Order would run until 16th January 2004 or until the building work was completed whichever was the earlier.  NOTED  



The other two Orders related to the temporary suspension of the one way system over a section of East Quay in Peel whilst crane erection work was undertaken on the former warehouse site Station Hill and the second Order prohibited vehicular traffic from proceeding along a section of Station Place.  NOTED
PLANNING
03/390
The following planning applications were 

APPLICATIONS (FOR COMMENT)
considered for comment:- 



PA 03/1859/B Extension to rear elevation, 1 Creggans Avenue, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL.



PA 03/01877/B Erection of fence to front garden, Cronk Reayrt, 10 Queens Drive, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL.



PA 03/01917/B Alterations and extension to dwelling, Red House, Peveril Avenue, Peel. RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL.



PA 03/01882/B Installation of uPVC windows to replace existing, Ballaraye, 5 Marine Parade, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL.



PA 03/1883/B Erection of Conservatory, 6 St. Patrick’s View, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL.

PLANNING
03/391
The following planning decisions had been

DECISIONS NOTIFIED
notified by the Planning Committee:-



PA 03/01567/B Amendments to approved alteration and refurbishment to shops and dwellings (02/01530/B) 2 and 6 Market Street, Peel for Street Heritage Limited.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01558/B Erection of conservatory to rear elevation, 3 Belle Vue Park, Peel for Mrs. J Kelly.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01474/GV Amendments to approved conversion to apartments (02/02192/GB) at former Methodist Chapel, Christian Street, Peel for Street Heritage Limited.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01553/B First floor extension over existing garage and erection of a conservatory to rear elevation, 3 Aspen Drive, Ballawattleworth Estate, Peel for Mr. & Mrs. Crompton.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01561/B Alterations and extension to create additional living accommodation and garage, 54 Douglas Street, Peel for Ms. Kelly.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01602/B Erection of a flat roof garage to rear of 7 Belle Vue Park, Peel for Mr. & Mrs. Budd.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01262/B Conversion of ground floor to an apartment, Ballaraye, 5 Marine Parade, Peel for Forest Homes Limited.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01636/B First floor extension over existing side garage to provide additional living accommodation, 27 Ballagyr Park, Peel for Mr. A Morgan.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01650/B Erection of conservatory to rear elevation, 2 Fuschia Avenue, Ballawattleworth Estate, Peel for Mr. P Crellin.  APPROVED.



PA 03/01453/B Refurbishment of existing and erection of five additional garages on lock up garage site, Heathfield Yard, Patrick Street, Peel for Mrs. B Corcoran.  REFUSED.

PA 03/01352/B 
03/392
The Town Clerk indicated that a request for a 

ON REVIEW

review of the initial decision to refuse approval for the conversion of roof space to additional living accommodation and installation of dormers to front and rear elevations at 7 Stanley Mount, Peel had been made by Miss P Wareing.  The matter was discussed and the Board AGREED to write a letter in support of Miss Wareing’s review application.

PA 03/01335/B
03/393
The Town Clerk indicated that a request for a

ON REVIEW

review of the refusal for installation of uPVC sliding sash windows to replace existing to front, side and rear elevations at 2 Kellys Court, St. Peters Lane, Peel had been made by Mr. J M Kelly.  The Board discussed the matter and AGREED to write a letter of support to the Planning Committee in respect of this review application. 

PEEL CIVIC
03/394
Consideration was given to the fixing of the date 

SERVICE

for the Peel Civic Sunday and it was AGREED that it be held on Sunday 27th June 2004 at 11.00a.m.  The Town Clerk undertook to forward a letter to other local authorities advising of the date.

LAXEY CIVIC
03/395
The Town Clerk read out an invitation to the 

SERVICE

Chairman and Members to attend the Laxey Civic Sunday on 1st February 2004 at 11.15a.m. at Christ Church, Laxey.  The Chairman indicated that she would attend the service.

HOLOCAUST
03/396
The Town Clerk referred to a letter from the 

MEMORIAL DAY

Chief Minister dated 17th December 2003 inviting everyone to the Island’s commemoration of holocaust memorial day which would be held on Sunday 25th January 2004 at St. Andrews United Reform Church, Douglas at 3.00p.m.  The Chairman undertook to attend this service.

DOG FOULING
03/397
Mr. Crookall referred to the continuing problem of dog fouling about the town with particular regard to the Ballawattleworth Estate and Westlands.  In his opinion the present legislation should be revised to make it an offence for a dog to foul in any public place if it was not cleared up by the owner.  It was suggested that this matter might be referred to the town’s MHK to try and progress such a change in the legislation.  



This part of the meeting ended at 9.45p.m.  
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