 GENERAL MEETING

The MINUTES of a GENERAL MEETING held in the Board Room, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on Thursday 21st October 2004 at 7.00 p.m.

Present
Mr. T M Crookall (Chairman)


Mrs. T M Birkett 


Mr. G M Gimbert


Ms. P Hardman


Mr. D J Lace 


Mr. J E Lightfoot 


Mrs. P Pugh


Mrs. P S Sweeney

Town Member
Mr. T E Leece

Apologies
Mrs. C A Moughtin


Mr. S Knight (Town Member)

In attendance
Mr. P G Leadley (Town Clerk)


Mrs. C Horton (Librarian)


Mr. R Baker (Curator)

MINUTES
04/221
The Minutes of the meeting held on 16th September 2004 were taken as read and CONFIRMED.

WEST VIEW
04/222
Reference was made back to Minute 04/184 and 

PLAY AREA

it was noted with some concern that the sub-contractors working for Lapsett Limited had not yet completed the installation of the new play equipment at West View.  Dependent on the weather it looked unlikely that the new equipment would be in place prior to half-term school holidays.  
PLAY AREAS
04/223
Reference was made back to Mr. Gimbert’s

NOTICE OF MOTIONS
motions with regard to play areas. In accordance with Standing Orders a seconder to the Motion was sought and with no Member seconding the motions they failed.
WARD LIBRARY
04/224
The quarterly report for the Ward Library copies

REPORT

of which had been previously circulated was noted and discussed.  The Librarian enquired as to when the additional lighting for the junior area and the new shelving might be installed.  The Town Clerk indicated that he would refer the matter to the Technical Officer to progress the matter.  Mrs. Horton enquired as to whether   the Ward Library might organise a group entitled Friends of the Ward Library similar to the Leece Museum.  At this stage it was AGREED that the Librarian publicise the matter to gauge public interest in forming a Friends of the Ward Library Group.  
LEECE MUSEUM
04/225
The quarterly report of the Leece Museum 

REPORT

copies of which had been previously circulated was noted.  The Curator referred to the number of artefacts and gifts donated to the Museum and their valuation.  It was suggested that the artefacts be re-valued for insurance purposes.  AGREED.  The Curator was keen to erect a new directional sign for the Museum on the southern side of the Museum facing the House of Manannan.  The Curator was asked to check the situation with the Planning Department in the first instance.  The Board AGREED that the Leece Museum be linked to a web-site called “aboutbritian.com” which was a free entry and would widen interest in the Leece Museum.  


Mr. Leece, Mrs. Horton and Mr. Baker left the meeting at 7.25p.m.

CHIEF 
04/226
The Chief Constable’s annual report for 

CONSTABLE’S REPORT
2003/2004 was available on CD disc.  The Chairman currently had the disc and if any member wished to read the report he would pass on the disc.  NOTED
ROYAL BRITISH
04/227
Members noted the National Service of 

LEGION

Remembrance organised by the Royal British Legion scheduled for St. Johns Church at 3pm on Sunday 14th November 2004.  As this service clashed with the Peel branch’s service in St. Germans Cathedral it was noted that members would be unable to attend.



A further letter from the Legion was noted in which the sum of over £21 million had been raised to support the work of the Legion in helping ex-service members.  



The Town Clerk referred to a letter from Mr. D Leece of 30 Glenfaba Road, Peel in which he wished to sell poppies in Michael Street outside Shoprite Store between 28th October and 10th November.  Mr. Leece was Sergeant of the Peel Army Cadet Force and after discussion it was AGREED that permission be given.

ISLAND IN BLOOM 
04/228
A list of the Island in Bloom 2004 competition

2004

winners was NOTED.  The presentation to the prize winners was scheduled for 3rd November at the Villa Marina and it was AGREED that   Mr. Leece, gardener, be invited to attend to collect the second place prize for public/amenity areas namely St. Peters Church.  
NOTICE OF MOTIONS04/229
A list of three Notices of Motions submitted by Mr. Gimbert, copies of which had been previously circulated, was proposed by Mr. Gimbert.  As no-one was prepared to second the Motions they thereby failed under Standing Orders.  Arising therefrom Mr. Lightfoot indicated that with regard to certain of the motions relating to budgetary matters they could be discussed without the need for a Motion in due course.
FIREWORK
04/230
The Town Clerk advised members of the

DISPLAY

procedures that had to be followed to obtain approval from the Harbours Division to fire the firework display from the breakwater.  Matters of public safety were of paramount concern to the Harbour Division and an additional member of staff would be required to man the barrier on the breakwater to prevent public access to the firing area.  Copies of the Commissioners public liability insurance were required and contact had to be made with the Police, St. Johns Ambulance and Coastguard.  It was noted that for future years it was likely that a full risk assessment document would have to be produced prior to the Division granting approval.  Members expressed concern at the additional level of work required to obtain necessary approval and gave some thought to the future of the event.


The Town Clerk referred to applications from City Cakes and Dinky Do-nuts who wished to trade from mobile units on the Promenade during the evening of the 5thNovember.   Mrs. Birkett also wished to obtain a traders licence for the selling of hot chestnuts outside the Sailing Club.  The matter was discussed at some length with Mr. Lace opposing the granting of such licences.  However the Board were in favour of granting street trading licences to City Cakes, Dinky Do-nuts and Mr. & Mrs. Birkett.  It was noted that all funds raised by Mr.  & Mrs. Birkett were for charitable purposes and it was AGREED that the other two operators be requested to make a donation to the Peel Charity Shop.  With regard to the siting of the various units the Board AGREED that Mr. & Mrs. Birkett be permitted to set up their stall outside the Sailing Club, Dinky Do-nuts on the Promenade opposite the Chinese Takeaway and City Cakes outside the Empire Garage showroom.  
VINTAGE
04/231
Members noted a letter, copies of which had 

MOTORCYCLE CLUB
been previously circulated, from the Vintage Motorcycle Club thanking the Commissioners for their support in respect of the Manx Rally event.  NOTED
PEEL CAMPSITE
04/232
A report prepared by Miss Bampton in respect of the Peel Camp Park was tabled and NOTED.  Members were particularly interested in the pie-chart which detailed the various methods by which visitors became aware of the campsite.  The most common method was via the Tourist Department information brochure totalling 30.5%, the campsite had attracted visitors totalling 18.1% via the website and 16.2% were regular visitors to the campsite.  The other camping guides attracted minimal visitors and it was AGREED in future not to take out adverts in such publications other than the Department of Tourism information brochure.  

CHRISTMAS
04/233
Consideration was given to the turning on of the 

ARRANGEMENTS

Christmas lights and it was AGREED that the turning on ceremony take place on Friday 3rd December 2004 at 4.30p.m..

PLANNING
04/234
Consideration was given to the following 

APPLICATIONS

planning applications:



PA 04/02040/B Extension to rear of property, 8 Ballaterson Crescent, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL



PA 04/02051/B Retrospective approval for the erection of a summerhouse, 8 St. Patricks View, Peel.  Mrs. Sweeney indicated that in Mrs. Moughtin’s absence she had been requested to relay her opposition to this application due to its high visibility upon the main road.  The Board noted Mrs. Moughtin’s objections and it was further suggested that a suitable colour to soften the appearance of the summerhouse may be of benefit.  It was AGREED that such comments be made to the Planning Committee.



PA 04/02025/B Proposed access road for future development, Southview/Brickfield, Poortown Road, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL


PA 04/02026/B Proposed dwelling and integral garage, Southview, Poortown Road, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL


PA 04/02032/B Replacement uPVC sliding sash windows and new uPVC door to front elevation, 7 Bridge Street, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL


PA 04/02076/B Proposed porch, 15 Queens Drive, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL



PA 04/02014/B Erection of a two storey extension to side elevation, a single storey extension on rear elevation and installation of two roof lights on front elevation, Fairmount, Patrick Street, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL

BALLAUGH
04/235
The Town Clerk indicated that Ballaugh Parish 

CIVIC SERVICE

Commissioners proposed to hold their Civic Sunday service on 24th October 2004 at 11a.m.  As the Chairman would be off Island it was AGREED that appropriate apologies be sent.

MANX LANGUAGE
04/236
A letter from the Manx Language Development Officer was read out by the Town Clerk.  The Manx Language Advisory Council had produced leaflets to promote the language which was noted.  The Manx Language Development Officer was also available to offer advice to raise the profile of the language and offer definitive pronunciations of Manx street names.  

RATING APPEALS
04/237
The Town Clerk referred to two decisions of the Isle of Man Rent and Rating Appeal Commissioners.  With regard to an objection as a result of the demolition of Dalemount, Peveril Road, it was noted that it had been dismissed.  



With regard to the derelict property on Shore Road, destroyed by fire, it was noted that it had been adjourned to December for a further hearing.  

OPEN LETTER
04/238
The Town Clerk tabled copies of a letter  
REGARDING RATES

from Mr. Michael Kneale of Port St. Mary which was an open letter relating to the definition of rates and the need for properties to be re-rated as the last general rating had taken place in 1970.  Mr. Kneale proposed a more simplified basis on which the rates should be devised. NOTED
PHILIP CHRISTIAN
04/239
Mr. Lightfoot referred to the hire of the Philip 

CENTRE

Christian Centre by the Department of Local Government and the Environment for 11th November 2004. It appeared that the Department had arranged for four meetings throughout the Island at which local authority reform was to be discussed.  Members expressed their concern that they had not previously been advised of the matter.  

HIGHWAYMAN
04/240
Ms. Hardman referred to a recent press article 

PUBLIC HOUSE

naming the new public house at the Ballawattleworth Estate as “The Highwayman”.  Ms. Hardman was of the opinion that a more traditional name should have been considered.  Members supported her view point but it was noted that the naming of the public house was the responsibility of the Brewery.  It was AGREED that a letter be sent to the Brewery expressing the Commissioners concerns that the naming of the new public house had no local connection to Peel.  

TYNWALD ROAD
04/241
Mr. Lace enquired as to the position regarding 

BUS SHELTER

the proposed new bus shelter on Tynwald Road.  It was AGREED that enquiries be made as to progress with this matter.  

POT HOLES
04/242
Mrs. Birkett referred to a pot hole outside the 

DERBY ROAD

Town Hall immediately adjacent to the bus shelter and indicated that she had almost fell over when alighting from a car. It was AGREED that the Department of Transport be contacted with a view to its repair.

PLAYGROUNDS
04/243
Mr. Gimbert referred to the sub-contractors, called Childscape, and indicated that they were prepared to consider doing other safety work on play areas if it was required. NOTED
CHRISTMAS
04/244
Mrs. Sweeney enquired whether the 

LIGHTS COMPETITION
Commissioners would undertake a similar competition to last year for the best house, commercial premises and fishing boat decorated with Christmas lights.  AGREED


This part of the meeting ended at 8.20p.m.  
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