BOARD MEETING

The MINUTES of a GENERAL MEETING held in the Board Room, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on Wednesday 22nd October 2008 at 7.00p.m.

Present 
Mrs. T M Birkett (Chairman)


Mr. D J Lace

Mrs. C A Moughtin


Mr. R Gimbert


Mr. E Beale

Apologies
Mr. I Skidmore


Mr. A Jones


Mrs. J O’Halloran


Ms. P Hardman 


Mr. R Baker (Museum Curator)

In attendance
Miss P L Bampton (Finance Officer)

Mr. J T Quayle (Technical Officer)


Mrs. C Horton (Librarian)









  Action
	CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME
	08/301
	The Chairman welcomed the public to the second meeting of October and indicated that she attended Lonan Civic Sunday Service on 12th October 2008 and Mr. Gimbert, Vice Chairman, had attended Braddan’s on the same day.  Both the Chairman and Mr. Gimbert attended Marown’s on the 19th October 2008.
	

	
	
	
	

	MINUTES
	08/302
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th October 2008 were taken as read and CONFIRMED.
	

	
	
	
	

	TRAFFIC SAFETY MEASURES
	08/303
	Mr. Lace referred back to Minute 08/275 and enquired if anything had come of the meeting the Board had with Mrs. Lund, Head teacher at Peel Clothworkers School.  The Commissioners had discussed with Mrs. Lund the possibility of marking safer routes to school with designated footprints.  To date the routes had not been marked out.  Mr. Lace suggested that the school could provide children with high visibility jackets to wear when they were going to and from school.  Mr. Gimbert reported that the school had provided children with reflectors to wear on their coats from the road safety unit.   NOTED
Mr. Gimbert referred back to Minute 08/275 and informed the Board that he had spoken to the Police who had suggested that erecting the “smiley face” traffic control sign by the Clothworkers School would not be a good idea as the speed limit was only twenty miles per hour during certain school hours - the rest of the time it was thirty miles per hour.  Mr. Gimbert informed the Board that he would put forward a motion on the issue for the next meeting.  NOTED
	RMG

	
	
	
	

	WARD LIBRARY
	08/304
	Mrs. Horton presented her quarterly report for the Ward Library which was NOTED.  The Chairman commented that the library was doing very well due to an increase in the number of borrowers.
Mrs. Horton informed the Board that the photo competition winners had been notified and had  received their cheques.  Mr. Gimbert enquired as to the outcome of the meeting which took place with the Isle of Man Library Group. Mrs. Horton reported that the other librarians had seen an upsurge in people borrowing books.  The Librarian commented that she had made enquiries at the meeting to see what they thought of audio books. The other librarians thought they were expensive to purchase.  Mrs. Horton reported that she would make enquiries to see if she could borrow some audio books from the mobile library.  NOTED
At the Traffic Wardens suggestion it was AGREED to replace the limited waiting time notices outside the library as one had disappeared and the other was facing the wrong way.

It was AGREED that some of Mr. Kneale’s bequest be used to provide additional shelving for the junior library.

Mrs. Horton informed Members that the Manx Disabled Workshop would be able to provide a commemorative plaque, which could have the names of people on it, for example Mr. Kneale who had left a bequest to the Ward Library.  The Board AGREED that it would be better to have one plaque rather than several individual plaques for people who had donated money.  Mr. Lace undertook to help the Librarian with the wording for the sign.

Mrs. Horton reported that 55 people had filled in the internet forms.  NOTED
Mrs. Horton left the meeting at 7.20p.m.
	TQ

CH

	
	
	
	

	PROMENADE WALL
	08/305
	Mr. Lace referred back to Minute 08/277 and enquired if any more information had been received on the commencement of the building of the first section of the Promenade wall from Weatherglass Corner to the Kiosk.  The Finance Officer advised that no further information had been received from the Department of Transport.  Mr. Lace requested that it be made an agenda item for the meeting with Mr. Crookall, MHK for Peel.  AGREED
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	DRIVING LICENCES (FOREIGN LICENCES) REGULATIONS 2008
	08/306
	Mr. Gimbert referred back to Minute 08/279 and enquired if a letter had been sent to the Department of Transport expressing Members concerns.  The Finance Officer advised that a letter had been received from the Department of Transport acknowledging the Commissioners letter which had been passed to Mr. Hannay for his attention and information.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	PROMENADE SLIPWAY
	08/307
	Mr. Lace referred back to Minute 08/280 and commented that £60,000 was a lot of money to spend on the resurfacing of the Bridge Street slipway on Peel Promenade.  Mr. Gimbert commented that the slipway was currently bollarded off and was accessible only to pedestrians and not as a launching slipway, as the slipway had broken up and was dangerous.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	RECREATIONAL EVENTS
	08/308
	Mr. Gimbert referred back to Minute 08/282 and enquired if a letter had been sent to Mr. Shimmin, Minister of the Department of Local Government and the Environment requesting that the current 6p rate in the pound for public entertainment be increased.  The Finance Officer reported that an email had been received from the Department of Local Government acknowledging the letter and informing the Commissioners that the Minister was looking into the matter.
At Mr. Gimbert’s request it was AGREED to write to other local Authorities to see if they would support the Commissioners request.  It was further AGREED that the other local authorities in the West should be written to and asked if they would be willing to contribute towards the running costs of events held in Peel.
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	RETAIL STUDY
	08/309
	Mr. Gimbert referred back to Minute 08/283 and requested that a meeting be arranged with the Minster for Trade and Industry, Mr. David Cretney, M.H.K., to discuss the Isle of Man Island Retail Study and discuss what would be the best way forward for Peel’s retail trade.
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	MANX CO-OPERATIVE STORE 13 MICHAEL STREET
	08/310
	Mr. Beale referred back to Minute 08/284 and enquired as to how the Co-op Store could start work replacing their shop front before they had received planning approval.  The Technical Officer informed him that as soon as he had been advised that work had commenced, he informed the Planning Department, which put a stop to any further alterations.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	SHOPRITE STORE, DERBY ROAD
	08/311
	The Technical Officer provided an update with regard to the car parking spaces. The Commissioners currently had 27 car parking spaces. This would have increased to 38 if the planning application to extend the car park had been approved, but it had been turned down due to visibility issues at the entrance/exit. 

The Commissioners would be able to increase the number of parking spaces from 27 to 35, therefore having a similar number of spaces, as if all the land had been able to be used as a car park subject to the land exchange going ahead.
The Chairman informed Members that Shoprite did not wish visitors coming to Peel for various events parking in their spaces.  It was AGREED that the Commissioners spaces be marked with a letter P to distinguish them from Shoprite and a sign be erected informing people that they could park there, if the land exchange was completed.
	

	
	
	
	

	PA 06/01773/LAW LHERGHYDOO SANDPIT
	08/312
	Mr. Gimbert referred back to Minute 08/288 and enquired if a sample had been obtained from the Raggatt as he was of the opinion, that as the tanker collecting the leachate from the Raggatt was stored at the Lhergydhoo Sandpit it could be used for disposal, or washing out of the tanker.  The Technical Officer informed him that no sample had been obtained.
The Chairman reported that the Town Clerk did go to Douglas and inspect the evidence submitted by JCK Limited to the Department of Local Government and the Environment in support of their application to obtain a Certificate of Lawfulness for the recycling of inert waste material at the sandpit Lhergydhoo. The Chairman commented that she had been informed by the Town Clerk that the evidence was quite onerous so the Town Clerk was going to prepare a report for the Board summarising the information.  NOTED  
	TQ
PGL

	
	
	
	

	LEECE MUSEUM
	08/313
	The quarterly report for the Leece Museum prepared by Mr. Baker, Curator was received and NOTED.  Arising therefrom the Technical Officer informed the Board that the work to replace the radiators was unlikely to be carried out on 27th October and undertook to liaise with Mr. Baker on a new date. NOTED
The Board considered a letter from the Manx Lottery Trust informing the Friends of the Leece Museum that they were willing to give them a grant of £1,630 to purchase new display units on the condition that the Trustees provide them with a copy of their certified accounts.  Members AGREED that they had no objection to the accounts been made available to the Trust.
	TQ

	
	
	
	

	DOUGLAS STREET CAR PARK
	08/314
	The Board AGREED to a request from Mr. Ivor Roberts of 11 Patrick Street who wished to knock his back wall down so he could make a hard standing for his car.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITV COVERAGE FOR THE ISLE OF MAN
	08/315
	Members considered a consultation paper on the proposed changes to television coverage for the Isle of Man.  Mr. Gimbert expressed his disappointment that the Communications Commission had not listened to public response on keeping Border TV and therefore advised that he did not want to waste his time looking at the document when they did not seem to take little notice of peoples opinions anyway. Whichever way was decided upon there would only be a limited service for the Island.  The Chairman reported that she would study the document further.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
	08/316
	The Board considered a request from Mr. Fred Crowe from the Royal British Legion, Peel and Western Branch to erect a small canopy shelter at the rear of the British Legion building.  After discussing the matter at length the Commissioners AGREED they would be willing to rent Mr. Crowe a car parking space to site his shelter subject to him obtaining the necessary planning permission.
	PLB

	
	
	
	

	DRIVING LICENCE AND TESTS (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS
	08/317
	Members noted receipt of the Department of Transport reply to the Commissioners response to the Driving Licence and Tests (Amendment) Regulations.  The Chairman commented that Mr. Hannay had misinterpreted the point that the Commissioners were trying to make which was that more emphasis should be given to hazard perception whilst driving, as opposed to the operation of a computer programme.  The Board AGREED to make this an agenda item for the next meeting with Mr.  Crookall, MHK.
	

	
	
	
	

	PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT
	08/318
	The following planning applications were received for comment as follows:
PA 08/01813/B Installation of replacement front door, 4 Circular Road, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL.

PA 08/01829/D Erection of illuminated signage, Co-op Food Store, 13 Michael Street, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL.
PA 08/01837/B Erection of timber staircase to replace existing metal staircase to rear elevation, 17 and 19 Factory Lane, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL.
	PLB

	
	
	
	

	PLANNING DECISIONS NOTIFIED
	08/319
	The following planning decisions were notified from the Planning Department:
PA 08/01647/B Creation of a doorway in rear garden wall, Ballawattleworth House, Tynwald Road, Peel for Mr. D McLean.  APPROVED
PA 08/01556/B Construction of an industrial building, site at Fish Yards, Mill Road, Peel for Southwards Limited.  APPROVED
PA 08/01480/B Convert attic into an apartment, Galyes Fayre, Christian Street, Peel for Mr. E Wright.  APPROVED
PA 08/01489/B Alterations and extension, The Garey, Rheast Lane, Peel for Mr. & Mrs. J McGillion.  APPROVED
PA 08/01516/B Installation of solar panels to garage roof, 16 Bridge Street, Peel for Mr. T Durrant.  APPROVED
PA 08/01553/B Alterations to dwelling, 50 Michael Street, Peel for Mr. C Dunnett.  APPROVED
PA 08/01299/R Installation of lantern roof light, Quirks Coalyard, Smithy Site, Viking Longhouse, East Quay, Peel for Street Heritage Limited. REFUSED
	

	
	
	
	

	LETTERS OF THANKS
	08/320
	The Board noted letters of thanks from the VMCC Manx Rally for the Commissioners and the staff help with this year’s Manx Rally.  A second letter was received from Films in Peel Steering Committee thanking the Commissioners for their generous support in helping them to develop a community cinema in Peel.  Mr. Beale stated that he was willing to give up his Commissioners fees to pay towards the donation made to the Steering Committee.
	

	
	
	
	

	REGENERATION OF TOWNS AND VILLAGES
	08/321
	Members considered a letter from the Chief Secretary’s Office informing them of a seminar for Members of Tynwald, local Authorities, local Chambers of Trade and local architects to be held on Tuesday 25th November 2008 at 6.00p.m.  The Chairman reported that she had spoken to Miss Alison Faulkner who had provided her with a copy of the Peel Development Partnership Working Proposal Consultation Document.  The Finance Officer undertook to e-mail Members a copy.  The Board AGREED to wait until they had received a copy of the full agenda before making a decision on who would attend.
	PLB

	
	
	
	

	SKATEBOARD PARK
	08/322
	The Board considered an e-mail from fellow Commissioner, Mr. Jones who was unable to attend the meeting due to work commitments.  Mr. Jones informed Members that he had attended the Golden Jubilee Trust meeting at the Manx Museum.  Mr. Jones reported that he had found the meeting useful and Laxey Commissioners had provided him with information on their prefabricated mobile skate park.  Mr. Jones proposed that a sub-committee of the Board including the Young Persons Representative, a member or representative from the Children Centre and the Police Youth Representative be set up.  Mr. Gimbert undertook to speak to Mr. Jones regarding the issue and to see whether Mr. Jones proposed committee could join forces with the MMBX committee to look jointly at the BMX track and the Skateboard park.
	RMG

	
	
	
	

	ST. NINIANS YOUTH PROJECT
	08/323
	The Finance Officer referred to a request she had received from St. Ninians Youth Project asking permission for children to sell light sticks on the promenade during the firework display on 5th November 2008 for their school project.  AGREED
Arising therefrom Mr. Lace enquired whether there would be a bonfire this year.  The Technical Officer informed him that due to the high labour costs and health and safety issues there would be no bonfire this year.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1990 – COCKEREL CAUSING A NUISANCE
	08/324
	The Commissioners noted receipt of a letter which had been received from the Environmental Health Officer, Mr. Glen Blacker, regarding Mr. & Mrs. J E Collins cockerel which was causing a disturbance under the Public Health Act 1990.  Mr. Blacker had informed Mr. & Mrs. Collins to either cage the bird or re-home it.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	PEEL HILL
	08/325
	Mr. Lace referred to the amount of water that was currently running off Peel Hill onto the harbour footpath. This water was then freezing during the cold weather making it extremely difficult for people to walk on and it could cause a nasty accident if someone slipped.  Mr. Lace reported that the drain had been blocked since the summer the Department of Transport had failed to fix it.  The Board AGREED to make it an agenda item when they met with Mr. Crookall. 
	TQ

	
	
	
	

	IRIS REGIONAL SEWAGE TREATMENT STRATEGY LOCAL AUTHORITY STAKEHOLDER MEETING
	08/326
	Members considered a letter received from Peter Winstanley, Director of Drainage of the Department of Transport informing the Commissioners that the Department was progressing with a Regional Sewage Treatment Strategy for the North, West and East of the Island.
The Department wished to invite the Members of the Board to an introductory meeting with representatives from Hyder, Feber Mausell and the Department, at 6:30pm on 10th November at the Dept. of Transport’s board room at the Sea Terminal Douglas.  The Board AGREED Mr. Gimbert and Mr. Lace should attend.
	

	
	
	
	

	THE ISLE OF MAN EVENT SAFETY GROUP MEETING
	08/327
	Mr. Gimbert referred to a meeting which had attended on the 13th October 2008.  The meeting was opened by Chief Inspector Peter Young and delegates received a briefing from John Wort of Resilient Training and Consultancy Limited. There were representatives from the various agencies involved, for example, Fire Service, Health and Safety, food hygiene etc. The attendees went round the tables to be briefed by delegates at each table.
Mr. Gimbert made the following recommendations- that if anyone requested permission to run an event the Commissioners should ask to see their public liability insurance, a copy of their risk assessment and to have a member of the authority (Lead Member of Recreation) on their Committee.  Mr. Gimbert proposed that any event the Commissioners organised should employ reputable contractors, with an event management plan that included insurance cover and risk assessment.  Mr. Gimbert reported that he would like to put forward a notice of motion for the next meeting so the recommendations could be discussed by the whole Board. AGREED
	RMG

	
	
	
	

	TYNWALD TO FUND HOME INSULATION FOR THOSE MOST IN NEED
	08/328
	Mr. Gimbert informed the Board that Tynwald had agreed to fund insulation for those most in need.  The money would provide loft and cavity wall insulation for pensioners receiving income supplement and families on income support.   Mr. Gimbert asked the Technical Officer if he could find out how many of the Commissioners properties were fully insulated and whether we had been asked by the Minister to insulate our properties in the time frame indicated. There were other ways to reduce costs for example solar hot water systems.  The Technical Officer reported that the properties in the refurbishment programme were having outside insulation rather than the cheaper version favoured by the Department of cavity beads which could  allow damp to penetrate.  The Commissioners AGREED that a meeting should be held with Mr. Shimmin, Minister for the Department of Local Government and the Environment to discuss the issue further.
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	LIGHT INDUSTRIAL PARK
	08/329
	Mr. Gimbert requested an update on the development of a light industrial park on Parkers Land.  He was informed that the Board had no plans to develop the site in the near future.  The only work that may be carried out to would be Faraghers field to allow access into the fish yards.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	DOCTORS SURGERY
	08/330
	Mr. Gimbert enquired if it was possible to get an update on the progression of the doctors surgery as the stakes had now been removed.  It was AGREED to find out from the Department what progress had been made on the Doctors surgery.
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	MEETING WITH INSPECTOR BRITTON
	08/331
	Mr. Gimbert requested that a meeting be held with Inspector Britton.  AGREED
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	DISPOSABLE POOP  SCOOPERS
	08/332
	Mr. Gimbert enquired as to why the disposable pooper scoopers that were purchased over a year ago had not been given out to school children.  It was AGREED to ask the Town Warden to visit schools to give them out.
	PW

	
	
	
	

	WEBCAM
	08/333
	Mr. Gimbert asked why the new webcam was not linked in with other webcams and why did it need to have the software down loaded before you could look at it.  It was AGREED to look into the matter.
	PGL

	MINUTES ON THE WEBSITE
	08/334
	Mr. Gimbert informed the Board that the Minutes for the 7th October were posted on the website before they had been approved.  The Minutes for the second meeting of September had not been placed on the website so there had obviously been a mix up.  Mr. Gimbert commented that Minutes should not appear on the site till they had been approved by the Board.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	This part of the meeting finished at 8.30p.m.
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