 GENERAL MEETING

The MINUTES of a GENERAL MEETING held in the Board Room, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on Wednesday 1st December 2004 at 7.00 p.m.

Present
Mr. T M Crookall (Chairman)


Mrs. T M Birkett 


Ms. P Hardman


Mr. D J Lace 


Mr. J E Lightfoot 


Mrs. C A Moughtin


Mrs. P Pugh


Mrs. P S Sweeney

Apologies
Mr. R M Gimbert

In attendance
Mr. P G Leadley (Town Clerk)

MINUTES
04/332
The Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd November 2004 were taken as read and CONFIRMED.
IRIS STATION
04/333
Reference was made back to Minute 04/258 and 

PEEL PROMENADE

it was stated that the general appearance of the pump station was somewhat shabby and it was AGREED that the Department of Transport be contacted with a view to the structure being cleaned.  

STREET LIGHTING
04/334
Reference was made back to Minute 04/260 and it was noted that the cost of one solar light would be in the region of £2,500.  After discussion it was AGREED that one light be obtained for installation in the Castle Street gardens and could then be assessed as to its suitability for possible other locations within the Town.

ROAD TRAFFIC
04/335
Mr. Lightfoot referred back to Minute 04/262 

REGULATION ACT 1985
with particular regard to Statutory Document number 863/04 relating to a road closure in Douglas Street for the 30th November and 1st December 2004.  Mr. Lightfoot indicated that the road closure was advertised on the Department’s website in mid November.  However a copy of the Order had not reached the Town Hall until 29th November 2004 i.e. only one day before the actual closure.  It was AGREED to raise this matter with Mr. Hannay at the next quarterly meeting with the Department.  


The Town Clerk referred to two Orders made by the Department of Transport namely Statutory Document number 853/04 relating to the Temporary Suspension of Parking Place in Patrick Street whilst manhole cover work took place.  This work was scheduled for the 13th December 2004.  



Statutory Document number 863/04 a Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic in respect of Douglas Street for the 30th November 2004 and 1st December 2004 whilst water connection works took place.  NOTED
LAND TO REAR OF
04/336
Reference was made back to Minute 04/276 and 

SHOPRITE

the Town Clerk indicated that the area of grass land in question was owned by the Commissioners.  Mr. Lace suggested that consideration be given to extending the Commissioners car park further back at this location.  NOTED
LOCAL 
04/337
Reference was made back to Minute 04/278 and 

GOVERNMENT REFORM
it was stated that a degree of opposition to the Department’s proposals for reform had been made, mainly from the rural authorities which objected to the town authorities taking over their areas.  Mr. Lightfoot was of the opinion that some form of local authority reform was long overdue.  Mrs. Birkett commented that the retention of the present number of local authorities to provide a limited service may not be in the best interests overall.  It was accepted that the particular details of the reform would need careful scrutiny and consideration when proposed by the Department.  It was AGREED that no comment be made at this time. 

STREET 
04/338
The Town Clerk indicated that he had recently 

LIGTHING

inspected the Town with Mr. Bridson of the Manx Electricity Authority to assess possible areas that would require improved street lighting.  Mr. Bridson had submitted costed proposals for Factory Lane, Marine Parade (rear lane), Queens Drive, Ballaterson Crescent and Ballaterson Road, Castle Street gardens and on the Poortown Road.  The total cost of the street lighting improvements for all these area was in the region of £22,000.  It was AGREED that the matter be considered during the budgeting process for 2005/2006.  


The Town Clerk indicated that the Manx Electricity Authority had inspected a defective light at Corrins Way, Glenfaba Park and it was costs for replacement at £260 plus VAT.  It was AGREED that this work be carried out.  

ROAD SAFETY
04/339
Copies of the Department of Transport’s Road 

REPORT

Safety Initiative 2004/2007 comprising the initial report for October 2004 a summary chart and results of the consultation, copies of which had been previously circulated, was NOTED.  

REGISTERED
04/340
The Board noted a letter from the Forestry 
WOODLAND

Amenity and Lands Division of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry concerning areas within the town which were currently registered as woodland under the Tree Preservation Act 1993.  It was noted that trees under the control of the Commissioners and registered under the Act and the 1982 Development Plan were on Peel Hill, West View and Peel Headlands.  It was noted that any work regarding pruning limbing or tree removal must be subject to a licence to be issued by the Department before any such work can be undertaken.  NOTED 


Arising therefrom the Town Clerk referred to a further letter from the Division which indicated that it was undertaking a strategic review of countryside recreational provision.  The Forestry Division managed an estate of 28,000 acres including seventeen national glens and sought comment on maximising the recreational opportunities within its estate.  Any views were required to be submitted by no later than 17th December 2004.  Members had no comment to make.  
HOUSING (FLATS)
04/341
The Board approved a recommendation from 

REGULATIONS 1982

the Environmental Health Division for registration of Flat 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25 and 26 Magher Drive, Ballawattleworth Estate, Peel.  AGREED
VIKING FESTIVAL
04/342
Reference was made to proposals for the staging 

2005

of a Viking Festival in Peel over the periods 2nd to 4th July 2005.  Mr. Lace indicated that some 300 visitors would be attending the festival to take part in it and there was a need for the campsite to be utilised for the visitors.  The Town Clerk indicated that Mr. Dominic Delaney, MLC was promoting and helping to organise the event.  It was AGREED that a provisional block booking of the campsite at an agreed rate be made for the weekend concerned.  

JUNIOR 
04/343
A copy of a letter from the Junior Football 

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

League thanking the Commissioners for sponsoring the competition was NOTED.  The Chairman indicated that he had attended the final which this year had taken place at St. Johns and hoped that for 2005 the final would once again return to the QE11 School pitch.

PLAYGROUND
04/344
Consideration was given to a letter from 

INSPECTIONS

Wickstead Leisure which indicated that they could undertake appropriate playground inspections.  It was AGREED to obtain a price from Wickstead for such an inspection to be undertaken in early 2005.
PLANNING
04/345
The following planning decisions had been 

DECISIONS NOTIFIED
made by the Planning Committee:-



PA 04/01771/B Installation of uPVC sliding sash windows to replace existing on front elevation, 51 Douglas Street, Peel for Miss A Hughes.  APPROVED


PA 04/01973/B Erection of a garden shed, 9 St. Patricks View, Peel for Mr. S R Dallimore.  APPROVED.



PA 04/01849/B Installation of replacement uPVC casement windows to front ground floor and rear elevation of 23 Shore Road, Peel for Mr. R Higgins.  APPROVED


PA 04/01768/B Construction of an external staircase to replace existing lean-to outbuildings and amendments to rear doorways, 8 Douglas Street, Peel for Mr. M Downwood.  APPROVED


PA 04/01728/B Construction of new garage and playroom, 24 Cushag Drive, Ballawattleworth Estate, Peel for Mr. P Richards.  APPROVED


PA 04/01643/B Demolition of utility room and erection of conservatory to rear elevation, 21 Christian Street, Peel for Mrs. Havercroft. APPROVED.


PA 04/01909/B Increase size of rear window to accommodate new DPc aluminium patio door, 2 Ramsey Road, Peel for Mr. & Mrs. W Quine.  APPROVED


PA 04/01899/C Additional use of dwelling for use as holiday accommodation, 4 Mews Cottage, Factory Lane, Peel for Mr. E & Mrs. M Wooding.  APPROVED


PA 04/02014/B Erection of a two storey extension to side elevation, a single storey extension on rear elevation and installation of two roof lights on front elevation, Fairmount, Patrick Street, Peel for S Sweeney and F Campbell.  APPROVED
PLANNING
04/346
The following planning applications had been 

APPLICATIONS

submitted to the Planning Committee for comment:-



PA 04/02379/B Erection of a conservatory on rear elevation, 4 Cushag Drive, Ballawattleworth Estate, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL


PA 04/02385/B Erection of conservatory on rear elevation, 9 Mourne View, Peel.  RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL


PA 04/02403/A Approval in principle for the erection of three dwellings, land between Cliffe Cottage and Greystones, Battery Road, Peel.  Concerns were expressed over this application for approval in principle with regard to access.  It was AGREED that an appropriate letter of objection be send to the Planning Committee.


PA 04/02400/B Amendments to previously approved house type on plots 9-12, 41-44, and 17-18 (approved under PA 00/02395), alteration to plot boundaries for plot 13-16, erection of boundary fence and erection of electricity sub-station, land off Glenfaba Road, Peel.  This application by Heritage Homes Limited was discussed at some length and members were concerned that a previously approved planning application was now subject to major amendment it was AGREED that an appropriate letter of objection be sent to the Planning Committee.
PA 04/0417
04/347
The Town Clerk indicated that an Appeal
ON APPEAL

decision had been made by the Inspector in respect of alterations and extensions to rear of dwelling to provide additional living accommodation at 34 Castle Street, Peel for Mr. & Mrs. K Kelly.  The appointed person had recommended to the Minister that the Appeal should be allowed.  Accordingly the Minister had directed the Planning Committee’s decision to grant permission should be reversed and that the application should be refused.  NOTED


PA 04/00549/B
04/348 
Installation of uPVC sliding sash windows to 

ON APPEAL

replace existing on front elevation, 10 Michael Street, Peel for Marianne L Russell.  The Inspector had recommended to the Minister that the Appeal should be allowed.  Accordingly he had directed that the Planning Committee’s decision to refuse permission should be reversed and the approval be granted.  NOTED
CHRISTMAS
04/349
The Town Clerk read out a letter from Pastor 

CAROL SERVICE

John Powell of the New Life Christian Fellowship.  The fellowship wished to obtain permission to sing Christmas carols in Michael Street on  Saturday 18th December 2004 at 11.00.a.m. for one hour.  APPROVED
BOILLEY
04/350
The Town Clerk reported upon the monthly 

SPITTAL PHASE TWO
update report from the Design Team in respect of the demolition of Boilley Spittal (Phase Two).  The contract was running approximately two weeks behind schedule.  It was AGREED that the allocation of the Boilley Spittal properties would need to be addressed in detail near the completion date for the scheme.
CHRISTMAS
04/351
Mrs. Birkett referred to the arrangements for the 

LIGHTS

on of the Christmas lights and indicated that Santa Claus would now be able to travel in the fire engine.  However the three Princesses i.e. carnival, poppy and lifeboat would not be able to travel in the fire engine on health and safety grounds.  The Chairman had arranged for the Princesses to gather at the Town Hall at 4.15p.m. and would then accompany him to the Christmas tree at 4.30p.m.  The Pantaloons would be in attendance to perform the switching on ceremony.

PROPOSED
04/352
Mr. Lace referred to the proposal for a bus

BUS SHELTER

shelter on the Douglas Road.  The Town Clerk indicated that a letter had been received from Mr. Howard, Director of Public Transport which indicated that there was difficulty due to the narrowness of the footpath for the provision of a shelter at the existing bus stop location.  However it had been suggested that the shelter could be moved further to the east where the pavement was wider.  To re-locate the bus shelter would require Department of Transport approval and it was AGREED that this matter be raised with the Department at the next quarterly meeting.
KEOWNS LANE
04/353
Mr. Lightfoot referred to the sale of land at Keowns Lane in 1999 by the Commissioners to Mr. Basil Crompton now deceased.  The Department of Transport had enquired over the sale in respect of part of the land in which a right of way of previously been enjoyed.  The Town Clerk indicated that he had obtained legal advice on the matter and that the purchase of the land by the Commissioners in 1975 “free from all encumbrances”.  The advice was that no right may now exist on the property and the Department had been advised accordingly.


Arising therefrom the Chairman referred to a small plot of land adjacent to the gable wall of the Water Authority depot which it was understood belonged to the Commissioners.  It was AGREED to check out the legal ownership of the area of land.  



This part of the meeting ended at 7.55p.m.
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