GENERAL MEETING

The MINUTES of a GENERAL MEETING held in the Board Room, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on Tuesday 15th July 2008 at 7.00p.m.

Present
Mrs. T M Birkett (Chairman)

Mr. E Beale


Mr. R M Gimbert



Mrs. J O’Halloran 


Mr. A Jones 

Mr. D J Lace


Ms. P Hardman


Mrs. C A Moughtin 


Mr. I Skidmore




In attendance
Mr. P G Leadley (Town Clerk) 


Mrs. C Horton (Librarian) 

Apologies
Mr. R Baker (Museum Curator)









 
   Action
	CHAIRMAN’S 
WELCOME
	08/142
	The Chairman welcomed the Press and public to the second meeting of July and indicated that she had been busy with her attendance at the Isle of Man Business School graduation ceremony, the Tynwald Day ceremony on 7th July 2008 and her recent Civic Sunday Service.  With regard to the Civic Service the Chairman read out a letter of thanks from Mr. & Mrs. Moyle. 
	

	
	
	
	

	MINUTES
	08/143
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 17th June 2008 were taken as read and CONFIRMED.
	

	
	
	
	

	MUNICIPAL
ASSOCIATION
	08/144
	Mr. Gimbert referred back to Minute 08/086 and indicated that he would contact the Association to investigate his concerns over current pension arrangements and report back to the next meeting.  
	RMG

	
	
	
	

	WARD LIBRARY
REPORT
	08/145
	Mrs. Horton presented the quarterly report for the Ward Library which was NOTED.  Discussion ensued over charges for using the internet connection at the library and after discussion it was AGREED that subject to users completing an application form that the first ½ hour of internet be free and thereafter  a charge apply up to a maximum of 1 hour usage.  With regard to students using the facility additional time would be allowed.  
It was AGREED that library funds be utilised to improve the childrens section of the library. Mrs. Horton agreed to submit proposed costs in due course.  It was further AGREED that a plaque in commemoration of Jack Kneale benefactor of the library be obtained and placed within the Ward Library.  

It was further AGREED that the small garden area to the side of the building be improved to allow utilisation by library members who would be able to read outdoors during the summer season.
Mrs. Horton left the meeting at 7.15p.m.
	Action

CM

TQ

	
	
	
	

	LEECE MUSEUM REPORT
	08/146
	The quarterly report for the Leece Museum prepared by Mr. Baker, Curator was received and NOTED.
	

	
	
	
	

	STREET TRADING LICENCES
	08/147
	At the request of Mr. Lace and supported by other Members it was AGREED that the first three paragraphs of Minute C08/084 concerning street trading licences be transferred to the public record.

 “Members reviewed the current arrangement for street trading licences whereby applications were required before 1st March in every year and attracted licence fees of £5 for charities, £25 for small general items and £100 per event for the fast food operators.  




The lack of traders for Peel Day was referred to be Ms. Hardman which in her opinion detracted from the entertainment value of Peel Day.  Mr. Lace indicated that he was opposed to the granting of licences for fast food operators that did not live in the Town.  


It was suggested that encouragement be given to the craft stalls and charity organisations that wished to attend events in Peel. However in respect of the fast food mobile operators Members AGREED that they should be refused licences as there were resident traders that were able to provide such a service.  It was AGREED that applications could in future be made to the Town Hall prior to any event and that licences be issued at a cost of £5 per event except for fast food operators which would be refused if they did not reside in Peel.  However it was AGREED that some level of discretion be allowed in respect of unusual fast food such as donuts and other items that could not be provided by the resident traders.”
Mr. Lace continued to voice his opposition over mobile fast food operators being granted licences and quoted a letter in which eighteen traders had voiced concern over the granting of street trading licences to mobile units.  

It was AGREED that the Town Hall would liaise more closely with event organisers over the granting of street trading licences under the revised conditions previously agreed. 
	Action

	
	
	
	

	WARD LIBRARY FLAT
	08/148
	Mr. Skidmore referred back to Minute C08/082 and indicated that he had viewed the condition of the flat which was in need of attention to deal with the damp problem.  It was AGREED to utilise some funding from reserves to eradicate the damp problem.  
	TQ

	
	
	
	

	PAVEMENT TABLES AND CHAIRS
	08/149
	Reference was made back to Minute 08/089 and further discussion ensued over the decision to refuse permission to Mrs. Lace of the Shamyr Café to place tables and chairs outside 33 Factory Lane.  At the request of Mr. Gimbert it was AGREED that contact be made with the Department of Transport to clarify the current legislation and the respective responsibilities of the local authority and the Department in the granting of permission under this section of the Act.  
	PG L

	
	
	
	

	PROPOSED SPORTS/AMENITY HALL
	08/150
	Mr. Lace referred back to Minute 08/090 and wished to clarify that his request for a facility related primarily to a ten pin bowling alley rather than a sports hall that could be utilised for five a side football etc.  It was noted that Peel Football Club were raising substantial sums of money under the Tommy Clucas Fund for a general purpose sports hall facility.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	Action

	ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE
	08/151
	Mr. Gimbert referred back to Minute 08/099 and requested that a letter be sent to the Department of Local Government and the Environment with a request for a review of the current capping of the entertainment budget (presently set at 6p in the £) as a result of additional costs incurred through health and safety and risk assessment requirements.  
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY MEETING
	08/152
	Mr. Skidmore urged Members to make an effort to attend the public meeting scheduled for 28th July 2008 in the Centenary Centre when matters of general policy relating to health and social security would be discussed.  
The Chairman indicated that she had been asked to chair the meeting.  NOTED
	

	
	
	
	

	SEAGULLS
	08/153
	Mr. Lace referred back to Minute 08/107 and indicated that the problem of seagulls attacking people continued.  After a general discussion it was suggested that the public needed to be educated not to feed seagulls.  Reference was made to ways and means of dealing with the problem and comment was made over birds of prey such as hawks.  Mrs. O’Halloran indicated that she was prepared to research the matter further.  AGREED
	JO’H

	
	
	
	

	SEWERAGE
	08/154
	Mr. Gimbert requested that a letter be sent to Mr. Winstanley, Director of Drainage indicating whether that Department was prepared to accept payments to staff who were on call/standby with particular regard to sewerage/drainage matters.  
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	GOSPEL PREACHING
	08/155
	Consideration was given to a request from Mr. Gary Woods to undertake gospel preaching in Peel.  It was AGREED to permit such activity on condition that no amplification was used and that the period of preaching did not clash with the fortnight when the Peel Beach Mission were in Peel.
	

	
	
	
	

	HEADLANDS FIELD
	08/156
	The Board considered and approved a request from the Isle of Man Childrens Centre to hold three “out 2 play” scheme days utilising the headlands field.  The dates were 30th July, 22nd August and 2nd September 2008.  AGREED
	

	
	
	
	Action

	PARISH WALK
	08/157
	Members noted receipt of a letter of thanks from the race secretary to the Isle of Man Parish Walk thanking the Commissioners for the use of the Town Hall facilities.  NOTED

	

	
	
	
	

	WAR MEMORIALS
	08/158
	Members noted receipt of a consultation document with regard to the future maintenance of the Island’s war memorials.  Members had no objection to the proposal that central government take over the responsibility for such monuments.  
	

	
	
	
	

	POPPY APPEAL
	08/159
	Members approved a street and house to house collection for the 2008 Poppy Appeal which would take place between 25th October and 8th November 2008.  The dates for 2009 were 24th October to 7th November 2009. AGREED
	

	
	
	
	

	MEMORIAL SEAT
	08/160
	Consideration was given to a request from Mr. Peter Cannon of Ballaugh concerning the placement of a memorial seat to the late John Lancaster to be placed on Peel Hill overlooking the harbour.  Members noted there were many such seats/benches on Peel Hill and it was AGREED to write to Mr. Cannon with the suggestion that a seat could be placed on the recessed pavement on West Quay subject to Harbour Division approval.  
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	1982 FLAT REGULATIONS
	08/161
	Upon recommendation from the Environmental Health Officer it was AGREED to register flats 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, 4 Marine Parade, Peel.  
	

	
	
	
	

	CODE OF PRACTICE 
	08/162
	Members noted receipt of a document entitled Code of Practice on Consultation issued by the Council of Ministers.  Members had no comment on the document other than it appeared to suggest good practice.  
	

	
	
	
	

	PA 06/01773/LAW
LHERGYDHOO SANDPIT
	08/163
	Members noted a letter from the Secretary to the Planning Committee relating to an application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for the recycling of inert waste material at the sandpit Lherghydoo Peel by JCK Limited.  
Members were unanimous in their objection to the application with particular regard to the movement of heavy goods vehicles through Peel in coming to and returning from the sandpit.  It was AGREED that an appropriate letter of objection be sent to the Planning Committee.  
	PGL

	
	
	
	

	SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL VALUATION LIST
	08/164
	The second supplemental valuation list for 2008 was NOTED.

	

	
	
	
	

	DOUGLAS STREET CAR PARK
	08/165
	The Town Clerk referred to a letter from Mr. I S Allen of 1 Patrick Street, Peel concerning difficulties in his gaining access to a rear garage fronting the Douglas Street car park.  Mr. Allen suggested that the current lines marking the individual car parking spaces were too tight and prevented him from exiting or gaining access to his garage.  Mrs. Moughtin indicated that the access route had previously been agreed when the matter was considered at the planning application stage. After discussion AGREED that the route from his garage be hatched with yellow lines to emphasise that it was a no parking area.
	TQ

	
	
	
	

	TOMMY CLUCAS MEMORIAL FUND
	08/166
	Consideration was given to a letter from Mr. Kelvin Dawson in which the Peel Stock event would take place on Saturday 26th July 2008 at Peel Football ground.   It was AGREED that the Commissioners portable toilet facility be made available for the event.  
	TQ

	STREET HERITAGE

LIMITED

ROAD SAFETY CLOTHWORKERS SCHOOL

CIVIC SUNDAY

SERVICE

MARINE PARADE

BOWLING COMPETTION
	08/167
08/168
08/169
08/170
08/171
	The Town Clerk referred to the Abatement Notice issued to Street Heritage Limited and the proposal of the Commissioners to serve a further Abatement Notice on Loades plc the owners of the site, subject to legal advice.  Such advice had now been obtained and it was clear that the legislation required that any Abatement Notice be served on the perpetrator and not the owner as well.  It was AGREED to pursue the non-compliance of the Order through the Courts against Street Heritage Limited only.  

Members noted a Requisition Meeting arranged to discuss road safety outside the Clothworkers School.  The meeting would be held at the Peel Football Club on 18th July 2008 at 7.30p.m. to be chaired by Mr. John Kennaugh, Captain of the Parish.   NOTED
Mrs. Moughtin wished to confirm her apologies for not being able to attend Mrs. Birkett’s Civic Sunday Service due to ill health.  She also extended her personal thanks to the outdoor staff for the busy weekend the previous week involving the Viking Boat Races and the Pirates Fun Day.

Mrs. Moughtin referred to the lengthy discussions at the Board meetings and suggested that Commissioners could make enquiries at the Town Hall during office hours with regard to certain items which would enable the meetings to be completed in a shorter time.  AGREED
Mr. Jones referred to residents complaints over the state of disrepair with regard to Marine Parade, Peel.  Whilst the railings had been painted by the Department of Transport it appeared that the boulders that protected the promenade wall had not been replaced or renewed.  Sections of the pavement were also in need of repair and it was AGREED that the Department of Transport be contacted with a view to ascertaining when such works would be undertaken.  

Mr. Gimbert referred to his attendance at the recent bowling competition when he presented the winners with their prizes.  It was a well attended competition and Mr. Gimbert in general wished to indicate that there were lots of events organised by many people who were volunteers in Peel through the summer months and that these were well supported.  

This part of the meeting ended at 8.30p.m.

 
	PGL
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