GENERAL MEETING

The MINUTES of a GENERAL MEETING held in the Board Room, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on Tuesday 17th June 2008 at 7.00p.m.

Present
Mrs. T M Birkett (Chairman)

Mr. E Beale


Mr. R M Gimbert



Mr. A Jones (from Minute 08/095)

Mr. D J Lace


Mrs. C A Moughtin 


Ms. P Hardman


Mr. I Skidmore

Apologies
Mrs. J O’Halloran

In attendance
Mr. P G Leadley (Town Clerk) 

CHAIRMAN’S
08/081
The Chairman welcomed the public to the meeting 

WELCOME

and reported that she had attended the Douglas Civic Sunday Service on 15th June 2008 and wished to thank Councillor D Pitts for her hospitality.

MINUTES
08/082
The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2008 were taken as read and CONFIRMED.

WARD LIBRARY
08/083
Reference was made back to Minute 08/023 and it 

FLAT

was AGREED that detailed costings be obtained from the Technical Officer to refurbish the library flat which was currently used as storage purposes but did have a damp problem.  
HEAVY GOODS
08/084
Mr. Skidmore referred back to Minute 08/025 and 

VEHICLES

wished to record his objection to the proposal for a link road through the Ballawattleworth Estate.  Mr. Skidmore was of the view that the Department of Transport should investigate other possibilities in this respect.  

REGISTERED
08/085
Mrs. Birkett referred back to Minute 08/030 and 

BUILDINGS

indicated that a letter had been received from the Secretary to Peel Heritage Trust giving background details to the list of buildings that the Trust wished to see registered.  NOTED
MUNICIPAL
08/086
Mr. Gimbert referred back to Minute 08/032 and 

ASSOCIATION

indicated that his concerns over the current pension arrangements for individual local authorities could be better addressed through the one voice of the Municipal Association.  It was however indicated that Peel Commissioners was not a member of the association and Mr. Gimbert indicated he would clarify the position with regard to his concerns.  
STANDING
08/087
It was AGREED that the draft Standing Orders be 

ORDERS

placed on the Agenda for the following meeting for approval.

FENELLA
08/088
Mr. Lace referred back to Minute 08/036 and 

BEACH CAR PARK

indicated that that were other residents of the Town that shared his view over the suggestion that the cliff face be blasted to provide a larger car park.  



It was AGREED that the draft order previously prepared for pay and display be copied to Members.  Mr. Gimbert indicated that a meeting with the Department should not be arranged until the Town’s traffic management plan had been agreed by the Department.  AGREED
PAVEMENT
08/089
Mr. Skidmore referred back to Minute 08/038 in 

TABLES AND CHAIRS
which the Board agreed by a majority to refuse permission for Mrs. Lace to place two tables and eight chairs on the pavement in front of 33 Factory Lane.




A wider discussion ensued over other proprietors looking to place tables and chairs on the pavements.  It was AGREED that the legislation required investigation as it was anticipated that the matter would become more of an issue for café proprietors.  

PROPOSED
08/090
Mr. Lace referred back to Minute 08/042 and 

SPORTS/AMENITY HALL
requested that investigations be made to the Sports Council to see if funding was available for such a facility within Peel.  Discussion ensued over land in the Commissioners ownership that might be available for such purposes and discussion centred on the headlands field which was currently designated as public open space.




It was suggested that the proposal be referred to the Rotary Club which was looking to sponsor/finance a suitable project.  The Chairman indicated that if any building was proposed for the headlands field it would likely receive objections and be a cause of controversy.
PUBLIC
08/091
Further discussion ensued over Minute 08/047 and

MEETING

it was AGREED that an informal public meeting during September was favoured.  Mrs. Moughtin urged that a positive stand point was required and that the Commissioners should make an effort to sell the positive aspects of the Town.  

DATA 
08/092
Consideration was given to a Motion proposed by

PROTECTION TRAINING
Mr. Gimbert and seconded by Mr. Skidmore that the Office of the Date Protection supervisor be requested to provide a data protection awareness training course for Commissioners and Senior Officers.  AGREED
ALBANY ROAD
08/093
Mr. Gimbert referred to the condition of Albany Road following the completion of works under Phase 3 of the Water Separation Scheme.  The permanent resurfacing had been deferred for one year and it was now agreed to contact Mr. Crookall to ascertain when the permanent resurfacing would take place.  

ROTARY CLUB
08/094
Consideration was given to a letter from the

OF RUSHEN AND WESTERN
Chairman of the Community Service Committee of

MANN

the Rotary Club of Rushen and Western Mann.  The club was considering community based projects and after discussion it was suggested that three separate options be put to the club for their consideration – namely provision of a new skateboard park on the headlands field, upgrading and improvements to the BMX track on the headlands field and provision of a sports/amenity hall.  
RATING OF
08/095
Mr. Gimbert suggested that effort be made to have 

EMPTY PROPERTIES
properties that were left empty to be rated.  At present such properties attracted a zero rating and did not encourage property owners to carry out improvements.  It was AGREED that if an amendment to the Rating Act was accepted requiring property owners to pay the full rates whether properties were empty or not then such an amendment would encourage owners to carry out improvements.  NOTED



Mr. A Jones arrived at the meeting at 7.40p.m.




It was AGREED that a letter be sent to the Treasury requesting that consideration to this amendment be considered as an incentive to owners to improve properties that were currently derelict or in a bad state of repair.  

RENT AND
08/096
Members noted receipt of an objection in respect of 

RATING APPEAL

59 Kerroo Coar, Peel due to works being carried out 

COMMISSIONERS

on the adjacent new estate.  NOTED
PEEL CHARITY
08/097
Members noted receipt of a letter from the 

SHOP

Secretary to the Peel Charity Shop which wished to thank the Commissioners for arranging Peel Day on 1st June 2008.  Many spectators visited the Town and the charity shop outdoor stall performed well.  




Ms. Hardman indicated that other traders in the Town also had a lucrative day.  
BSA OWNERS
08/098
Consideration was given to a request for 350 bikers 

CLUB

who were Members of the BSA Owners Club to visit Peel on Wednesday 20th August 2008.  It was AGREED that these bikes be allocated the far end of the Promenade beneath the cliff face for display purposes.  




After consideration it was AGREED that arrangements be made to provide refreshments by way of a cup of tea and biscuits to the club members to be served from the Bowling Green Café.  

FIREWORK
08/099 
Members noted receipt of a firework proposal and 

DISPLAY

budget from Pains Fireworks Limited in respect of the firework display for the 5th November 2008.




Mr. Gimbert indicated that in view of additional costs required for risk assessments and event management planning that the funds allowed by the Department for entertainment purposes should be increased.  NOTED
HOUSING
08/100
Upon recommendation from the Environmental 

(FLATS) REGULATIONS 1982 
Health Officer it was AGREED to register flats 1, 2, 4, 7 and 8 Net Loft, Mariners Wharf, East Quay, Peel together with flat 2 Marina House, 2 Marine Parade, Peel.  

ROYAL BRITISH
08/101
Consideration was given to a letter from Mr. Jones 

LEGION

Honourable Secretary of the Royal British Legion, Peel and Western Branch, dated 8th June 2008.  The Legion Committee had suggested that Mr. Ernie Baker be considered for the Kelly Trophy for his considerable endeavours in raising money for charities undertaken by way of regular quiz nights.  




It was further requested that consideration be given to the erection of small plaque in memory of Mrs. Dorothy Quirk to be placed on a bench on the Promenade. AGREED
ST JOHN 
08/102
The Town Clerk referred to a letter received from 

AMBULANCE

Mr. & Mrs. Fargher on behalf of St. John Ambulance which was intending to hold an open day at the Corrin Hall, Peel on Saturday 26th July 2008 between the hours of 11.00a.m. and 2.00p.m.  Members noted the date and would make efforts to attend the open day.  
MANX SCOUT
08/103
The Town Clerk read out a letter on behalf of the 

GROUP

Peel Scout Group in respect of the recent generous donation made to the Beavers, Cubs and Scout groups in Peel.  NOTED
HEALTH AND 
08/104
The Town Clerk referred to a series of Island wide

SOCIAL SECURITY PUBLIC
public meetings organised by the Department of 

MEETING

Health and Social Security to consider the views of the public on general policy issues.  It was noted that a meeting would be held in Peel at the Centenary Centre on Monday 28th July 2008 at 7.30p.m.  

CASTLETOWN
08/105
The Town Clerk advised that Castletown would 

CIVIC SERVICE

hold its annual Civic Service on Sunday 7th September 2008.  

MANX SAX
08/106
The Town Clerk referred to the Manx Sax

ENSEMBLE

Ensemble which was organising a concert in St. Germans Cathedral for the 25th July 2008.  A request had been made as to whether tickets for the event could be sold from the Town Hall.  AGREED
SEAGULLS
08/107
Mr. Lace referred to the problem of seagulls swooping on people in the Town and taking their ice creams and sandwiches particularly on the Promenade.  Mr. Lace wished to encourage residents and visitors not to feed the gulls.  

VICTORIA 
08/108
Mr. Lace referred to the difficultly in parking on 

TERRACE

Victoria Terrace and suggested that the pavement on the headlands side of the terrace might be removed to create a wider road.  It was AGREED to list this item as an agenda matter for the meeting to be arranged with Mr. Crookall, MHK.  

CASTLE STREET
08/109
Mr. Skidmore referred to the concrete portion of the 

GARDENS

Castle Street gardens and wondered whether it could be utilised for parking purposes.  Mr. Skidmore was advised that this had been considered previously and it was AGREED that the costing for the conversion of the gardens into a car park be obtained and recalculated.  

OUT OF HOURS
08/110
Mr. Gimbert referred to the agency arrangement 

DRAINAGE CLEANING
whereby the Commissioners undertook drainage works on behalf of the Department of Transport.  Of particular concern was the out of hours responsibility.  The Town Clerk advised that Town Hall staff were not on call and it was AGREED that the position regarding out of hours working be clarified with the Department.

SKATEBOARD
08/111
Mr. Gimbert indicated that the ramps on the 

PARK

skateboard park had come away and were loose.  He enquired as to when the last risk assessment was done in respect of the skateboard park and the Town Clerk undertook to ascertain when that was and also arrange for the ramps to be repaired.  
CLOTHWORKERS
08/112
Mr. Gimbert referred to speeding motorists in the 

SCHOOL

vicinity of the Clothworkers School and requested that investigation be carried out as to whether the traffic measure “smiley face” could be obtained to reduce speeds in this area.  It was AGREED that the matter be raised with Mr. Crookall at the forthcoming meeting.



This part of the meeting ended at 8.10p.m.
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