GENERAL MEETING

The minutes of the general meeting held in the Boardroom, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on 19 September 2019 at 7:00pm.

Present 


Mr A. Jones (Chairman)

Mr E. Convery 

Ms H. Hannan
Mrs Moughtin 

Mr D. Lace

Apologise


Mr I. Davison (Deputy Chairman)
Mr B. Heath
In attendance 


Mr D. Sewell (Clerk to Commissioners) 

	CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME
	19/035
	The Chairman welcomed the Board to the September meeting and advised how impressed he was with the levels of academic attainment achieved by the school children in Peel following his attendance at the QE II School prize giving.

	
	
	

	ITEM 1 MINUTES

	19/036
	The Chairman requested confirmation of the minutes from the last meeting held on 29 August 2019. Mr Convery proposed the approval of these minutes. Ms Hannan seconded this proposal and the Board unanimously agreed. 

	
	
	

	ITEM 2 MATTERS ARISING

	19/037
	Item 19/029 Internal Audit 
The Commissioners noted the approved internal audit report was released to the external auditor. 

Item 19/029 Call for Sites Northern and Western Area Plans

The Board agreed to meet on 1 October 2019 at 3:30pm to discuss this matter.

Item 19/029 Notice of Motion Climate Emergency
The Board agreed to meet on 1 October 2019 at 3:30pm to discuss this matter.

Item 19/029 Disabled Parking in Atholl Place

The Board noted the Department for Infrastructure had advertised a modified order to reinstate the disabled parking outside the Chemist and to install the reserved parking space in Atholl Place at the top of Factory Lane.

19/030 Rent Setting 2020/21

The Board noted their consultation response on rent increases and fees for social housing had been sent to the Department for Infrastructure.

Item 19/030 Planning Applications 19/00462/B Sewerage Treatment Works

The Board noted the Commissioners’ response to the amended drawings had been submitted.

19/031 Sand Racing

The Board noted the funding support was paid to the event organiser.

19/032 2018/19 Statement of Accounts Item
The Board noted this matter was to be discussed at agenda item 13.

19/032 2018/19 Corrin Town Park Trust Statement of Accounts

The Board noted the signed accounts were submitted to the Department of Enterprise.

19/032 2018/19 Harry Hill Ward Library Trust Statement of Accounts

The Board noted the signed accounts were submitted to the Department of Enterprise.

19/033 Patrick Street Traffic Management Plan

The Board noted the Commissioner’s proposal to review the Peel Traffic Management Plan was submitted to the Department for Infrastructure for consideration.

19/033 40th Anniversary of 1979 Tynwald Exhibition

The Board noted their proposal to host this exhibition at the Leece Museum was communicated to Public Record Office.

19/033 Consultation on Reform of Planning System

The Board noted this matter was referred to the Lead Member Committee for Properties and Asset Management

19/034 Any Other Business Operational Items

The Town Clerk reported he had reviewed the easement agreements for the riverside silt pipe and Promenade pumping station car park which he would sign in due course.

The Town Clerk reported the organisers of the anti-cancer vehicle at the Shoprite car park for 4 September 2019 and the Centenary Centre Art weekend events on 31 August 2019 were advised the Commissioners supported these events and the Commissioners’ property could be used for car parking.

The Board noted the resident was advised of the Commissioners’ concerns associated with placing a cable to charge an electric vehicle from a terrace property to the roadside. The Town Clerk advised the resident was rethinking his proposal to take into account the Commissioners’ concerns.

The Town Clerk reported the Department for Infrastructure had not provided a date for when the harbour side railings and Michael Street regeneration works would take place. He advised Ms Hannan’s name would be removed as the regeneration contact from the Peel online website.

The Town Clerk reported his investigation had identified the water pipe on Rheast Lane had been in place for a number of years and a notice was served to seek hedge trimming works by the owners of this vegetation on Rheast Lane.

The Board noted no any other business items required consideration at this time.

	
	
	

	HOUSING ITEMS 


	19/038
	Item 3 Property Asset Management Lead Member Update

The Chairman reported the Property and Asset Management Lead Member Committee had met on 26 July 2019 and the minutes would be provided at the next Board meeting.

Item 4 Guidelines for Housing Deficiency Estimates
The Board noted the content of the Department of Infrastructure’s guidelines for social housing deficiency payments dated August 2019. Mr Convery expressed concern in relation to void allowance; the value of the housing reserve fund; the value of the deficiency being based on gross rental when low income tenants were struggling to pay; and the lack of a payment mechanism for tenant’s who die when in debt. The Chairman proposed these issues and the guidelines should be considered by the Lead Member Committee for Property and Asset Management. This proposal was seconded by Mrs Moughtin and the Board unanimously agreed.

Item 5 First Time Buyer Assistance

The Board noted the content of the first time buyers assistance leaflet. The Chairman proposed this leaflet should be considered by the Lead Member Committee for Property and Asset Management. This proposal was seconded by Mrs Moughtin and the Board unanimously agreed.

Item 6 Planning Applications

The Board noted no planning applications were referred to the Board for consideration.
Item 7 Planning Decisions

The Board noted no planning decisions were referred to the Board for consideration.

	
	
	

	EVENTS, COMMERCIAL INNOVATION AND WORKS ITEMS 

	19/039
	Item 8 Events, Commercial Innovation and Works Lead Member Committee 

Mrs Moughtin reported the Events, Commercial Innovation and Works Lead Member Committee had not met since 29 July 2019. The minutes of their next meeting would be reported to the next Board meeting.

Item 8 Western Swimming Pool Playground Update

The Town Clerk reported works had not commenced on site. A meeting had taken place on 17 September 2019 with the enabling works contractor, the playground equipment supplier, the Commissioners and the Swimming Pool Manager. At this meeting the details of the developed health and safety plan were finalised and the works programme. The enabling works contractor confirmed his intention to commence works during week commencing 30 September 2019 with the play equipment being installed in January 2020. The Town Clerk reported the Department of Infrastructure had contacted him to seek the removal of the layby from adjacent to the new entrance. The Department would be providing the Commissioners with a memorandum of understanding for these works which would be reported to the next Board meeting. The Town Clerk reported the Department’s request would reduce the cost of the enabling works.

Item 10 VE Day 75th Anniversary
The Board noted the content of the communication dated 4 August 2019 from Historical Promotions concerning VE Day events. The Chairman advised a full literary of events would be brought forward by the British Legion. He would keep the Commissioners appraised when these events were developed.

Item 11 Town Branding

The Board noted the content of the communication from the Department of Enterprise concerning town branding. Ms Hannan proposed Peel should be branded as the Sunset City of the West. This was seconded by Mrs Moughtin and the Board unanimously agreed. The Chairman proposed this initiative should be taken forward with the Department of Enterprise by the Events, Commercial Innovation and Works Committee. This was seconded by Mr Convery and the Board unanimously agreed.

	
	
	

	FINANCE ITEMS 

	19/040
	Item 12 Finance and Staff Resource Lead Member Committee

Ms Hannan reported the Finance and Staff Resources Lead Member Committee had met on 13 August 2019 where the statement of accounts and internal audit documentation was discussed. The minutes would be provided at the next Board meeting and the main issue reported was the recovery of the  £100,000 debt from the Peel and Western District Housing Committee had been recovered.

Item 12 2018/19 Statement of Accounts
The Town Clerk reported the external audit of the Commissioners’ 2018/19 statement of accounts had commenced on 19 August 2019. A further visit had taken place 13 September 2019 to complete the audit fieldwork. The auditors had subsequently requested proof the £100,000 debt from the Peel and Western District Housing Committee had been settled. They required this information prior to providing clearance for the Commissioners’ accounts.  This was permit the Board to sign off these documents at their October meeting and prior to the 31 October 2019 deadline.

	
	
	

	GENERAL ITEMS

	19/041
	Item 14 Cyber Security and Information Assurance

The Board noted the content of the communication from the Cabinet Office concerning cyber security and information assurance strategy 2018-2022 (GD2018/0029). The Chairman proposed this matter should be considered by the Lead Member Committee for Finance and Staff Resource. This was seconded by Mr Lace and the Board unanimously agreed.

Item 15 The Cushag Code

The Board noted the content of the Cushag Code prepared by the Department of the Environment, Food and Agriculture dated October 2012. 

Item 16 Consultation on Age Exemptions to Pension Schemes
The Board noted the content of the consultation for Age Exemptions to Pension Schemes and the proposed Equality Act 2017 (Age Exemptions to Pension Schemes) Order 2019. The Chairman proposed this matter should be considered by the Lead Member Committee for Finance and Staff Resource. This was seconded by Mrs Moughtin and the Board unanimously agreed.

Item 17 Integrated Care Project

The Board noted the content of the August 2019 Integrated Care Project for the West Newsletter.

	
	
	

	ITEM 15 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

	19/042
	The Town Clerk reported he had received requests from two Commissioners to undertake the 2018/19 deferred scheme for resurfacing inside of St Peter’s Church prior to the official opening to mark the refurbishment of St Peter’s Clock Tower. Ms Hannan stated additional works would be required to stabilize the Market Place gable end of the Church. The Commissioners expressed a desire to complete these works prior to the Christmas Light switch on scheduled for 30 November 2019. The Town Clerk advised to complete this work within this timescale he would require the Board’s approval to negotiate a price with a single contractor rather than tendering these works in accordance with the Commissioners’ standing orders. The Chairman asked how much these works were estimated to cost. The Town Clerk advised the 2018/19 budget estimate for this work was £17,000. Ms Hannan proposed the contractor undertaking the Clock Tower works had the necessary skill to undertake this specialist reinstatement of the gravestone and the Commissioners’ should set aside their standing orders and seek a quotation from this contractor to undertake this work. Mr Convery seconded this proposal subject to a £17,000 budget being funded from the Commissioners’ reserves and the Board unanimously agreed.
The Town Clerk advised the Commissioners’ new hoist would arrive during week commencing 23 September 2019. Mrs Moughtin requested the Board give consideration to using the hoist to assist local residents and businesses to clean the frontages of their properties and guttering in the conservation and regeneration areas.

The Town Clerk reported the Marine Public House had undertaken window replacement works without seeking planning consent. The Town Clerk advised the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture were investigating this planning enforcement matter. 
Mr Lace reported a property in Crown Street had recently had its dormer windows removed and he asked if planning consent was given for these works.

Mrs Moughtin requested a Department of Infrastructure review of coach parking in the town and the stop sign at the bottom of Patrick Street.
Mr Convery requested an update on the use of the winter event funding to provide an ice rink.

Ms Hannan highlighted parking problems on Douglas Street with vehicles parked up to the halt sign.
Ms Hannan requested cleaning of the bin and bin storage area at the Market Street flats and reported the security doors were being wedged open by tenants.

Mr Lace requested a replacement window for the front of the Ward Library when it is repainted.

Mr Lace requested an update on his request for the Department to provide a transitionary subsidy to assist tenants in Westland’s who were forced to move into the new development and are paying higher rents. 

The meeting ended at 8:07pm
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