GENERAL MEETING

The minutes of the general meeting held in the Boardroom, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on 20 April 2023 at 7:00pm.

Present



Ms V. Heaton (Chair)

Ms H. Hannan (Deputy Chair)

Mr F. Crompton 

Mr R. Harmer

Mr A. Jones

Ms M. Kelly 
Apologise


Mrs Moughtin
In attendance 


Mr D. Sewell (Clerk to Commissioners) 

	CHAIR’S WELCOME

	22/102

	The Chair welcomed the Board to the April general meeting.  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ITEM 2 MINUTES

	22/103

	The Chair requested confirmation of the minutes from the last meeting held on 16 March 2023. Mr Jones proposed the approval of minutes. This proposal was seconded by Ms Kelly and the Board unanimously agreed. 

	
	
	

	ITEM 3 MATTERS ARISING
	22/104

	Item 22/096 Reayrt Aalin Refurbishment
The Board noted the meetings, with the project team on 23 March 2023, and the tenants on 30 March 2023 had taken place. The Board noted the formal update and answers to tenant’s questions had been sent to all tenants. The Deputy Chair asked if further meetings with tenants need to be scheduled. The Town Clerk advised this information was included within the formal update letter. The next stage was the evaluation of the rebuild option and for the tenants to provide information on the interior condition of their properties by the end of May 2023.

Item 22/096 Headlands Shelter
The Chair reported the meeting had not taken place with representatives of the QE II School and the Youth Club. The Chair asked the Town Clerk to write to these organisations.
Item 22/097 Public Sector Housing Access and Eligibility Consultation

The Board noted the Commissioners’ consultation response had been submitted.

Item 22/098 Youth Club Easter Event
The Board noted the funding application was approved at the March 2023 Lead Member Committee for Events and Commercial Innovation.

Item 22/098 Mental Health Awareness

The Board noted the communication approving the change in lighting colour at St Peter’s Church between 15 and 21 May 2023 had been sent.
Item 22/098 Coronation 
The Board noted Events and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee were preparing a sports day event for Saturday 6 May on the Headlands Field. The Commissioners were submitting an application for funding to the Department of Enterprise Development to support this events. Ms Kelly advised a number of trees had been sourced for the children to plant during this event to commemorate the Coronation. Ms Kelly asked if a plaque could be erected adjacent to the trees.

Item 22/099 Consultation on Western Civic Amenity Site Amendment Order 2023

The Board noted the Commissioners objection to the proposed Amendment Order had been submitted to the Department of Infrastructure.

Item 22/100 Peel Fire Station Parking Restrictions

The Board noted the Commissioners’ consultation response supporting these new restrictions had been submitted to the Department of Infrastructure.

Item 22/0100 Local Authority Members (Travelling Allowance) Order
The Board noted the Commissioners’ consultation response outlining a number of issues concerning the proposed travel allowance had been submitted to the Department of Infrastructure.

Item 22/0100 Highway Maintenance Service Level Agreement

The Board noted the Commissioners’ consultation response outlining a number of issues concerning the latest draft of the Highway Maintenance Service Level Agreement had been submitted to the Department of Infrastructure.

Item 22/101 Any Other Business Operational Items

The Town Clerk reported a discussion and follow up communication had been sent to the owners of the vacant Atholl Street plot requesting urgent tidying up works.
The Town Clerk requested contact details for the current owner of the beach chair. The Deputy Chair confirmed this information would be sent to the Town Clerk.

The Town Clerk reported the works on the pumping station garden was in progress for completion before 15 July 2023 secret garden event.

No any other business items were considered by the Board.

	
	 
	

	HOUSING ITEMS  


	22/105
	Item 4 Property Asset Management Lead Member Update
Mr Jones reported a non-corate Property and Asset Management Lead Member Committee had taken place on 21 March 2023 when the following matters were discussed:

The lead member reviewed and did not oppose the following applications: 23/00103/B Installation of new replacement roof at 20 Market Street; 23/00170/B Extension and refurbishment works including roof, render and windows at 1 Duke Street; 23/00174/B Provision of attic and rear extension at 10 Imman Stronnag; 23/00208/B Creation of new parking area and modified entrance at 2 Rheast Lane, West Mount; 23/00227/B Recladding with insulated render at Queen Elizabeth II High School, Douglas Road; 23/00261/B Replacement roof window at 68 Patrick Street; 23/00275/B Replacement shop front at Anatolia, 2A Christian Street; 23/00278/B Replacement windows at 9 Atholl Place; and 23/00303/B Replacement windows and doors at 4 Station Road.
The lead member reviewed and did not oppose 23/00226/B Creation of new first floor two bedroom apartment at Former Isle of Man Bank, Atholl Place subject to the one off street parking space being used to support this development.
The lead member reviewed the following planning decisions and agreed no further action was required:
· 22/01316/B Approval for temporary change of use to tented tourist accommodation at Peel Football Club, Douglas Road, Peel.
· 22/01554/B Approval for proposed garage and ancillary accommodation at Thornton Grange, Belle Vue, Peel.
· 23/00030/B Approval for alteration and extension to existing garden wall, removal of existing hedgerow and installation of glass balustrade and external stair at 9 Mourne View, Peel.
The lead members noted the appeal submission for planning application 22/01313/B approval of cycle shelter at East Quay, Peel was submitted by 6 March 2023.
The Deputy Chair stated this non-corate meeting should not be reported to the Board because the Chair or Deputy Chair should have attended if one of the Lead Members was unavailable in accordance with the standing orders. The Town Clerk reported the apology had been received at the start of the meeting based an urgent work commitment. The Town Clerk advised the only business transacted was to ensure the timely response to planning applications and the minutes reflect this. Mr Harmer asked if any of the Commissioners had any issues with the matters discussed they could send this information to the Town Hall for inclusion within the Commissioners’ planning response.

Item 4 Planning Applications
The Board noted no planning applications had been referred to the Board for consideration.

Item 5 Planning Decision 
The Board noted the content of the planning decision 23/00060/B approving the alterations to the Town Hall car park.

	 
	
	

	EVENTS, AND COMMERCIAL INNOVATION  
	22/106

	Item 7 Events and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee

Ms Kelly reported the Events and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee met on 4 April 2023 and minutes from this meeting were not currently available. At this meeting the following matters were discussed:

The lead members noted the preparations were in place for the display of the Commissioners’ artwork on 8 April, and the May Day Free Family Fun Day on 30 April which will be held at Weather Glass Corner.

The lead members discussed the plans for the Coronation event on 6 May discussed earlier at this Board meeting and the proposals for Peel’s TT Day on 5 June 2023. This event will now take place on the Monday rest day of race week on the Promenade between Stanley Road and the rock face on Marine Parade. It will involve motorcycle stunt shows. The Town Clerk advised businesses off Mill Road have contacted the Commissioners and were content the road closure orders for this event had been planned to reduce the impact on the Quay area of the Town during what is a normal working day for many residents.

	
	
	

	FINANCE ITEMS

	20/107

	Item 11 Finance, Operations and Staff Resource Lead Member Committee

The Deputy Chair reported a Finance, Operations and Staff Resource Lead Member Committee had taken place on 23 March 2023 when the following matters were discussed:

The lead member noted the content of the Technical Officer’s report. The Technical Officer advised the outdoor staff had predominately been working on house maintenance; renovating six housing voids; the removal of the broken Leece Museum lift; the installation of the new campsite shower area; and the removal of overgrown vegetation at the Derby Road roundabout and Promenade Pumping Station. He advised a decision would be required by the Board concerning the reletting of 19 and 24 Reayrt Aalin pending the revision of the capital scheme costs.  The Technical Officer reported the removal of beach sand from the seawall and the delayed concreting of the Men in Shed path were currently in progress. He stated the St Peter’s clocks would returning to the correct times this forthcoming weekend when the clocks reset for Summertime. The Technical Officer reported the Castle Street housing project had received building control approval and was currently vacant.

The lead members requested hedge trimming works between the two roundabouts on Derby Road. Gully emptying works were required on Patrick Street and on Douglas Street outside the Whitehouse. The lead members requested an update on the damaged wall at St Peter’s Gardens, the damaged wall at Heathfield House, dilapidated buildings/land in the Town, road sweeping on roads with parked vehicles, repainting Boilley Spittal windows and sweeping of roadside footways. The lead members advised the Board had agreed at their March meeting to seek the repainting of the Charity Shop and Ice Cream shop. The lead members asked the Technical Officer to paint the walls on the footway between Christian Street and Circular Road. The Technical Officer advised these walls along with the Heathfield House walling was in private ownership and the maintenance was the responsibility of the owners of these structures. 

The lead members noted the content of the February 2023 budget and profit/loss reports. The Finance Officer reported income was in accordance with budget expectations. The refuse and recharge invoices for the final quarter would be processed on the conclusion of the 2022/23 financial year. He reported the salaries expenditure was in accordance with budget expectations. The Finance Officer reported expenditure on services and works was in accordance with budget expectations with the exception of £50,000 overspend on Fees and Leisure costs. This overspend was balanced by under spends in other areas and may be attributed to a miscoding of works. 

The lead members noted the content of the first supplemental list reported by Treasury in their communications dated 16 February 2023.

The lead members noted the content of the communication dated 8 March 2022 from Treasury concerning the rating appeal for 11 Tommy Clucas Avenue.

The lead members noted the Commissioners’ hardware was delivered and training was provided in January 2023.

The Town Clerk reported he had met the internal auditor and this year the Audit would assess the Boards’ corporate governance and security. This would be in advance of the changes proposed to declaration of interests proposed within the Local Government (Amendment) Act.

The lead members noted other than wildflower verges, grass cutting and bulb planting no updates had been received on climate change from the Lead Member Committees.

The lead members noted the highway maintenance agreement was discussed at the March Board meeting and the response was delegated to the Finance and Staff, Operations and Staff Resource Committee. The lead members stated they could not approve the agreement, as written, unless the financing of the operations was disclosed for each of the operations. The lead members believed local authorities should be involved early in determining the scope and the type of agreement and not just being asked to provide consultation responses on a draft completed document. The inclusion of winter maintenance activities without local access to gritting salt was a concern.

The lead members asked for an update on the installation of the shower on the Promenade at the bottom of Beach Street. The lead members agreed a street collection for Peel Royal Life Boat Institute on 8 June 2023 on Peel Promenade


	
	
	

	GENERAL ITEMS
	22/108
	Item 8 Street Lighting Contract
The Board noted the content of the communication from the Manx Utility Authority dated 8 March 2023 concerning the 7% increase in inspection costs, 9.5% increase in repair costs and 28.4% increase in electricity costs for 2023/24. Mr Harmer asked if the Commissioners had reviewed the hours of lighting. The Town Clerk confirmed this had taken place at the end of 2022 and would give a £3,000 saving if the lighting came on at 6am.  The Town Clerk advised this change would need implementing prior to September 2023 if this saving was to be realized.
Item 9 Consultation on RNLI Sewer Discharge 

The Board noted the content of the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture consultation documents dated 29 March 2023. Mr Harmer asked if the outfall would be connected into the main sewer treatment plant once operational. Mr Jones stated he was content the sewerage was treated prior to discharge and this would be satisfactory subject to regular testing being undertaken. He would propose this application to discharge should be supported. Mr Crompton seconded Mr Jones’ proposal and the Board unanimously agreed.

Item 10 Consultation on Permanent Removal of Promenade Walling at Weather Glass Corner
The Board noted the content of the Department of Infrastructure’s communication dated 30 March 2023. Ms Kelly asked if the proposal included the removal of the remaining sandstone walling. The Town Clerk advised the Department did not intend to remove any further walling and this proposal related to the mock sandstone masonry dwarf walling which had already been demolished. The Deputy Chair proposed this walling should not be reinstated and the additional parking provided. Mr Jones seconded this proposal because the dwarf wall had been provided to prevent sand getting on the road which had not occurred since the sea wall railings were replaced with a parapet walling. The Board unanimously agreed this proposal.
Item 11 Notice of Motion: Invitation for Police to Attend Board Meetings Quarterly 
The Deputy Chair proposed the Police are invited to attend Board meetings quarterly so that the Board and the local Police are appraised of Policing and issues concerning both parties. The Deputy Chair advised this invitation could be extended to the new Chief Constable. This motion was seconded by the Chair. Mr Jones advised he would support this motion subject to the Police having the resources to attend these meetings and making sure operational matter discussed at the Police’s Western Level One meeting were not duplicated. The Board unanimously agreed this motion.


	
	
	

	ITEM 12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

	22/109
	The Chair advised the Commissioners Annual General Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 2 May 2023. Ms Kelly asked if the meeting could commence at 8pm. Ms Kelly’s proposal was agreed by the Board.

Ms Kelly asked for an update on electric charging points for the public and residents who did not possess off street parking.

Mr Jones stated the Commissioners had been invited to service at the Cathedral to commemorate the Coronation.

Mr Jones advised the Municipal meeting at 7pm on 27 April 2023 at Braddan Commissioners was to discuss climate change and biodiversity. 

Mr Jones advised the Annual General Meeting for the Municipal was at Peel Golf Club on 18 May 2023.

Mr Harmer requested an update on Post Office Counter Services in Peel.
No any other business items were raised by the Board
The meeting ended at 7:58pm
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