GENERAL MEETING

The minutes of the annual general meeting held at Peel Town Hall on 1 May 2024 at 8:00pm.

Present 


 

Mr F. Crompton (Deputy Chair)
Ms H. Hannan 

Mr R. Harmer

Ms V. Heaton

Mrs Moughtin (Chair)
Apologise 


Mr A. Jones

Ms M. Kelly

In attendance 


Mr D. Sewell (Clerk to Commissioners) 

	
	24/001
	The Town Clerk welcomed the Commissioners to the Annual Meeting of the Board held on the first working day of May in each calendar year in accordance with section 1(a) of the Commissioners’ Standing Orders.

	
	
	

	ITEM 1 ELECTION OF CHAIR 


	24/002
	The Town Clerk requested nominations for Chair of Peel Town Commissioners for the forthcoming municipal year. Mr Harmer proposed Mrs Moughtin as Chair and this nomination was seconded by Ms Heaton. The Town Clerk sought a vote on this nomination and Mrs Moughtin was unanimously elected Chair. Mrs Moughtin thanked the Board for appointing her as the Chair and thanked Ms Hannan for being Chair in the 2023/24 municipal year.

	
	
	

	ITEM 2 ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR 


	24/003
	The Chair requested nominations for Deputy Chair for the forthcoming year. Ms Hannan proposed Mr Crompton. Ms Heaton seconded this nomination and the Board unanimously agreed.

	
	
	

	ITEM, 3 AND 4 ELECTION TO LEAD MEMBER COMMITTEES, JOINT BOARDS AND OUTSIDE BODIES 


	23/004
	The Chair asked for nominations to the Lead Member Committees. The Chair referenced Mr Jones’ communication requesting he remain in the Lead Member Committees for Property and Asset Management. The Chair proposed the Committees should remain the same for the last term of this Board with Mr Hannan replacing Mrs Moughtin on the Finance Operations and Staff Resource Lead Member Committee. This proposal was seconded by Mr Crompton and the Board unanimously agreed.

This resolution appointed the following membership to the Lead Member Committees, Joint Boards and Outside Bodies from the 1 May 2024 for a one year period:

Finance, Operations, and Staff Resource: Mr Harmer and Ms Hannan
Western Civic Amenity Site Board: Mr Harmer (substituted by Ms Hannan when required)
Properties and Asset Management: Mr Jones and Mr Crompton
Peel and Western District Sheltered Housing Committee: Mr Jones and Mr Crompton 

Events and Commercial Innovation: Ms Kelly and Ms Heaton
Western Swimming Pool: Mrs Moughtin
Municipal Association: Mr Jones and Mr Crompton
Youth: Ms Heaton


	
	
	

	ITEM 5 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 


	24/005
	The Town Clerk asked for any declaration of interest revisions or updates to be provided to him prior to the next Board meeting. The Town Clerk advised he had received a communication from the Peel Heritage Trust which proposed the removal of the Chair from this organisation.

	
	
	

	ITEM 6 MINUTES
ITEM 7 MATTERS ARISING


	24/006

24/007
	The Chair requested confirmation of the minutes from the last meeting held on 18 April 2024. Ms Hannan asked for the confirmation of these minutes to be postponed until the May 2024 Board meeting.

Item 23/103 Draft Area Plan for North and West
The Board noted the press release to increase awareness of the changes to the land zoned for residential use, housing density and silt had been issued to Isle of Man Newspapers and Manx Radio. The Board noted copies of the Written Statement and PIP Plan 6 of Peel had been obtained for each Commissioner.

Mr Crompton advised the Minister for the Cabinet Office had stated the changes to the zoning was included on the recommendation of the Commissioners. The Town Clerk advised the Area Plan was a Cabinet Office document which must be in accordance with requirements of the Tynwald approved Strategic Plan. The housing demand prescribed within the Strategic Plan was from 2016 until March 2026. The Cabinet Office was responsible for assessing the need for land zoned for residential use to provide the properties approved within the Strategic Plan. They had done this for the 2022 Draft Area Plan which had resulted in no additional land being zoned on the outskirts of Peel. The Commissioners had never requested 35.8 hectares of new land should be zoned on the outskirts of Peel. However, during the call for sites and prior to the release of the 2022 Draft Area Plan the Commissioners had proposed, should any new land be zoned on the outskirts of the Peel Service Centre it should provide road infrastructure between Poortown Road and Douglas Road. This suggestion along with most of the Commissioners other recommendations including the zoning of Marine Parade were ignored by the Cabinet Office. The Commissioners last submission to 2022 Draft Area Plan had reiterated the need for strategic reserve sites and the zoning of a small area of land to replace the rezoned of land off Ballaquane Road from housing to public open space. Again, both these recommendations have not been taken up directly in the latest 2024 PIP Draft Area Plan and the land off Ballaquane Road has been rezoned for residential and civic, cultural or other use. The Commissioners had not made any recommendation or comments concerning the density of development in any of their submissions.
Item 23/106 Education Amendment Act
The Board noted responses need to be provided to the Town Clerk before 10 May 2024.

Item 23/107 Any Other Business Operational Items

The Board noted no any other business were discussed from the last meeting.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	HOUSING ITEMS 


	24/008
	Item 8 Planning Matters for Consideration

The Board noted no planning applications or decisions were referred to the Board for consideration.

	
	
	

	RECREATION ITEMS 


	24/009
	Item 9 Peel Online Photography Competition
The Town Clerk advised the 2023 Peel online photography competition had been judged and prizes awarded in April 2024.



	
	
	

	 FINANCE ITEMS

	24/010
	Item 10 2023/24 Statement of Accounts

The Town Clerk advised the Commissioners’ Accountant was scheduled to review the last quarter of the 2023/24 year’s financial reports later this month. A number of journals were required to ensure the transaction were in the correct financial year which would be done during the preparation of the statement of accounts. The Town Clerk reported at this time the Commissioners had made use of some of its rate reserve account this year for small projects approved by the Board in the third quarter 2023. This expenditure included the purchase of the beach cleaner which arrived in April 2024. If the expenditure on these items was removed the rate revenue account would show a surplus. This is attributable to additional rate income from new houses in Peel; additional income at the campsite and office staff vacancies. 

	
	
	

	GENERAL ITEMS

	24/011
	Item 11 Any Other Business
The Chair reported Board members must comply with the Standing Orders going forward. The Chair stated the Board should unite around the delivery of the Reayrt Aalin works and the delivery of the new café on Marine Parade this municipal year. The Chair expressed the need for caution to Board members when using social media which could be misinterpreted as Peel Town Commissioners position. 

Ms Heaton stated the cashpoint in Peel had been out of action in recent days. The Town Clerk reported on 15 April he wrote to the Department of Enterprise to suggest a Cashpoint is included within Tesco’s refurbishment works of the old Shoprite stores. On the 25 April 2024 the Department had advised they had discussed the matter with Tesco representatives and a planning application was being submitted to provide this facility in one of the Tesco’s Peel stores. 

The meeting ended at 8:02pm
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