GENERAL MEETING

The minutes of the general meeting held in the Boardroom, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on 18 July 2024 at 7:00pm.

Present



Mrs Moughtin (Chair)

Mr F. Crompton (Deputy Chair) 

Ms H. Hannan

Mr R. Harmer 
Ms V. Heaton 
Mr A. Jones

Apologise


Ms M. Kelly

Mr D. Sewell (Clerk to Commissioners) 

In attendance


Mr J. Blanchard (Finance Officer)





Mr T. Quayle (Technical Officer) 


 

	CHAIR’S WELCOME

	24/020

	The Chair welcomed the Board to the July general meeting. The Chair confirmed attendance at Tynwald Day and the presentation of the Peel Town Golf Cup on behalf of the Commissioners. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ITEM 2 MINUTES

	24/021

	The Chair requested confirmation of the minutes from the last meeting held on 13 June 2024. Ms Hannan asked for the final statement attributed to her concerning the Area Plan in Item 8 on page 5 be removed. Ms Hannan proposed the approval of minutes subject to these changes. This proposal was seconded by Ms Heaton and the Board unanimously agreed. 

	
	
	

	ITEM 3 MATTERS ARISING
	24/022

	Item 24/015 PA 24/00055/B Ballaterson Farm Development 
The Board noted the Commissioners’ objection had been submitted to the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture for this application.

Item 24/0301/B Retention of Silt Lagoons 
The Board noted the Commissioners’ objection had been submitted to the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture for this application.

Item 24/0568/B Redevelopment of Empire Garage Site on Peel Promenade and Gib Lane 

The Board noted the Commissioners’ do not oppose response had been submitted with positive comments about the development of town housing on this site.

Item 24/015 North and West Area Plan The Board noted its position statement had been  submitted to the Cabinet Office and the Inquiry schedule to be discussed at agenda item 6.

Item 24/016 Youth Club Funding

The Board noted the approval of funding for up to £7,500 to the Youth Club in support of their summer holiday events had been sent. Ms Heaton advised the Youth Club were extremely grateful to the Board for their generous and ongoing support.

Item 24/017 Requisition Meeting
The Board noted the requisition meeting into the North and West Area Plan Public Inquiry Publication documents had been postponed through availability of all parties. The Board noted this issue had been discussed with the applicant for this meeting. 

Item 24/017 Review of Bus Service Consultation

The Board noted no information had been submitted to the Clerk prior to closure of this consultation period on 27 June 2024.

Item 24/018 Any Other Business Operational Items

No any other business items were considered by the Board.

	
	 
	

	HOUSING ITEMS  


	24/023
	Item 3 Property Asset Management Lead Member Update
Mr Jones reported a Property and Asset Management Lead Member Committee was scheduled to take place later this month.

Item 4 Planning Application 
The Board noted no planning applications had been referred to the Board for consideration.

Item 5 Planning Decision 

The Board noted no planning decisions had been referred to the Board for consideration.

Item 6 North and West Area Plan
The Board noted the contents of the Inquiry schedule and the attendance of the Commissioners’ planning consultant at the Inquiry. Mr Jones advised he and the Town Clerk would attend the Inquiry next week on the Town Clerk’s return from leave.

	 
	
	

	EVENTS, AND COMMERCIAL INNOVATION  
	24/024

	Item 7 Events and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee

Ms Heaton reported the Events and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee had taken place on 16 May 2024 when the following matters were discussed: 
The lead members stated the Community Awards on 25 April 2024 had been a successful event and well attended. The Town Clerk report he had received a complaint from the long serving Treasurer of the Carnival Committee who had expressed concerns that long serving Carnival members had not received an invite to this event. The lead members apologised for this oversight. The lead members noted the two letters thanking the Commissioners for holding this event.

The lead members noted the Isle of Play Triathlon was scheduled to take place on 18 May 2024 and arrangements were in place for the use of Fenella Beach Car Park for this event.

The lead members noted all the arrangements were in place for the Peel TT Day on 3 June 2024.

The lead members noted the arrangements for the Moddey Dhoo TT Day were in place for 6 June 2024. The Town Clerk had received a request from this organisation to place a power supply point in the Creg Malin Car Park. Unfortunately, this would involve trench work across Marine Parade which could not be facilitated until after the Summer period.

The lead members considered revising the date for the Yn Creck Mooar event scheduled for 6/7 July 2024. A new date of 18 August 2024 was proposed to co-ordinate with other events.

The lead members noted planning for the Carnival on 4 August 2024 were going well and additional funding had been obtained from central government and local business. The lead members noted the request for Commissioner funding to support the advertising of the sand castle event from local businesses. The Town Clerk advised the Commissioners had already increased the funding on offer to the Carnival and it was up to the Carnival committee to allocate the funding for their event. The lead members agreed this local businesses should contact the Carnival committee for additional funding.

The lead members noted planning for the MGP motorcycle event on 22 August was in progress. The Town Clerk advised the Moddey Dhoo would take place in and around the Creg Malin Car Park and the wider section of the Promenade walkway at this location. The Vintage Motorcycle Club would locate their part of this event on Weather Glass Corner. Traffic orders would be submitted for the relevant closures by Event Management to facilitate this event.

The lead members noted the Chair had attended a launch event for Oie Voaldyn 2025 with Element Isle Jewellery who are the new sponsors of this event. The lead members reported Peel Football Club would like to use the campsite or the headlands field to host Peel Stock on 1 September 2024. The Town Clerk advised the campsite would still be busy with MGP visitors and the availability of land at this location would need to be assessed by the Campsite Warden. The lead members agreed to invite the Peel Football Club organiser to a meeting to discuss how this event could be delivered and how any funding raised could be used to fund community play facilities.

The lead members noted the outcome of the No Mow May communications which have taken place electronically between 15 and 16 May 2024 to undertake a swathe grass cutting adjacent to roads and footways and to reduce the wildflower areas in larger public open spaces. The lead members did not agree with the proposal being promoted by three members of the Board.

Ms Heaton requested the outcome of these electronic communications should be formerly recorded within the Board minutes. Ms Heaton stated this matter was agreed by the Board in May 2024 by a split vote of 4 to 3 with Ms Heaton, Ms Kelly and Ms Hannan voting against these changes. Ms Heaton advised this would have an impact on the Climate Change report for 2024 because cutting the grass has an impact on biodiversity. Ms Hannan invited the Board to view her garden to see how wildflowers can be cultivated through reducing mowing. The Chair stated wildflower areas were still being cultivated at various around the Town and these were now clearly defined. Mr Harmer stated this matter was subject to a recent resolution by the Board which is now recorded within the minutes.  
The lead members noted the hanging baskets were about to be installed around the Town. 

The lead members noted the beach harrow training had taken place and the new equipment was in use on the beach.

The lead members noted the extension of the Promenade flags to Walpole Road was taking place and the beach huts had been delivered to the Commissioners’ depot for erection after the TT.

The Campsite Warden confirmed the campsite was fully booked for TT. The Warden advised a temporary communal area would be useful during the busier events if one could be sourced quickly. The Town Clerk advised it was unlikely this could be done prior to the TT Festival. The lead members asked for cleaning works to be undertaken at the Library when it is closed. The lead members noted the request for commuted sum funding for West View Playground equipment had been made to Dandara in lieu of public open space on their new housing estate.

The lead members noted the content of the communication dated 7 April 2024 from an East Quay business concerning the erection of a barrier in the House of Manannan Car Park which potentially could restrict access to the Summer overflow parking area. The Town Clerk reported the overflow parking was for the whole Quayside area as described in the Peel Local Plan and the placement of this barrier would require planning permission. Manx National Heritage were aware of these requirements.

The lead members noted the content of the Communication dated 18 April 2024 from the Department of Enterprise concerning the establishment of a Destination First Board. The lead members agreed the Town Clerk should attend this meeting as the Commissioners’ representative.

The lead members noted the content of the communication dated 4 April 2024 from the Isle of Man Festival of Motoring requesting the use of Fenella Beach Car Park for a day on 19 September 2024. The lead members agreed Fenella Beach car park could be used for this event.

The lead members noted the content of the communication dated 16 April 2024 for a mobile free religious literature Cart on Peel Promenade. The Town Clerk advised this was an annual request. The lead members agreed this application again in 2024 subject to avoiding days when the Promenade is being used for other events.

The lead members noted the content of the communication dated 21 April 2024 from Square Mersey Morris Dancing Group providing the information requested at the last meeting on when they would perform on Peel Promenade. The lead members agreed to support this application for Morris Dancing on Peel Promenade on 21 July 2024.

The lead members noted the content of the communication dated 22 April 2024 from the Manx Utility Authority advising they would not be undertaking additional seawater quality testing in Peel this year. The lead members noted Ebb and Flo Water Sports were interested in undertaking this work.

The lead members noted the content of the communication dated 13 May 2024 from the Manx Utility Authority concerning the temporary closure of the River Neb footpath to undertake site investigation works to prevent oil leaching into the River on 10 June 2024.
Ms Heaton advised at July’s meeting the following dates were set for the Commissioners’ Autumn events:

The Bonfire and Firework display in Peel would be held on 25 October 2024. The Hop Tuu Naa Party at the Corrin Hall on 26 October 2024. The Christmas Light Switch in the Market Place would take place on 23 November 2024.

Ms Heaton advised the temporary painted fish symbols on the road surface had been refreshed on the routes into the town centre in July.

	
	
	

	FINANCE ITEMS

	24/025

	Item 8 Finance, Operations and Staff Resource Lead Member Committee

Mr Harmer reported a Finance, Operations and Staff Resource Lead Member Committee had taken place on 13 July 2024 and the minutes will be made available to the next Board meeting.

Mr Harmer stated an update on works operations was provided to the meeting including the bell tower at the Philip Christian Centre, new fencing on Peel Hill, new garage doors, street lighting improvement programme, playground repairs, Headland’s road resurfacing, and the Headlands goal posts. The Ward Library is scheduled for repair when the Librarian is on leave in September.
Mr Harmer advised the lead members, at their meeting in July, discussed the procurement of a Campsite booking system. The lead members agreed to evaluate the options available. Ms Heaton advised the Events and Commercial Innovation Committee supported this proposal. This proposal was agreed unanimously by the Board.
Mr Harmer advised this year’s accounts were in preparation by the Commissioners’ Accountant. He advised last year’s accounts had not been signed off alongside some other local authorities. The Commissioners’ Accountant has advised the external auditor is still working with Treasury on pension provision within these accounts.

	
	
	

	GENERAL ITEMS
	24/026
	Item 9 Planning Legislation Workshop
The Board noted the content of the communication dated 24 June 2024 from the Department of Environment Food and Agriculture concerning holding this workshop at the Town Hall at 6pm on 13 July 2024.

Item 10 Local Government Amendment Act Update
The Board noted the content of the communication from the Department of Infrastructure dated 20 June 2024 advising they will not be promoting this legislation at this time. Mr Jones stated the Commissioners had concerns about two aspects of this Bill and further consultation with Local Authorities was required before this legislation was finalized. Mr Jones stated the Commissioners were supportive of many of the other matters included within the Bill.

Item 11 Permitted Development Consultation

The Board noted the content of the consultation document dated 10 June 2024 from the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture. The Board advised they had a number of questions and concerns relating to the operation of permitted development. The Chair proposed the Commissioners’ responses should be deferred until after the workshop to permit an informed response by 2 September 2024.



	
	
	

	ITEM 14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

	24/027
	The Chair asked the Commissioners to immediately report operational issues to the Town Hall when they are raised by ratepayers to allow a timely response.

The meeting ended at 7:40pm

	
	
	

	
	
	


4
5

