  
GENERAL MEETING


The minutes of the general meeting held in the Boardroom, Town Hall, Derby Road, Peel on 16 October 2025 at 7:00pm.

Present			Mr R. Harmer (Chair)
Mr F. Crompton (Deputy Chair)
Mrs K. Baptist 
Mr A Cubbon-Wood 
Miss S. Lambert
Mrs C. Moughtin  

Apologies			Mr S. Hardingham 
	
In attendance 			D. Sewell (Clerk to Commissioners)
	
25/047: 	INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEETING

CHAIR’S WELCOME
The Chair welcomed the Board to the October general meeting. The Chair advised he had represented the Board at the Douglas Council Civic Service. The Chair sent his thanks the Commissioners and staff for organising the Governor’s visit on 13 October 2025 and the lovely reception to meet Peel’s community groups.

25/048:	MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

ITEM 1	MINUTES

The Chair sought approval of the minutes from the meetings held on 18 September 2025. Mrs Baptist referenced a number of proposed changes circulated to the Board members on 12 October 2025. The Town Clerk reminded the Commissioners the minutes are a record of decisions taken on agenda items and not of what was said. The minutes should include the reasons for the decision including any supporting information but should not be a Hansard or verbatim record of how the decision was arrived at. The Town Clerk advised, for example, item 25/037 factually reported discharging the actions agreed at a previous Board meeting. The Town Clerk advised Mrs Baptist’s amendment had been made to Item 7 as requested.  Miss Lambert proposed the approval of these minutes. Mr Cubbon-Wood seconded this proposal and the Board unanimously agreed.

ITEM 2 MATTERS ARISING (including last month’s meeting reference numbers)

25/042 20MPH 	The Board noted this matter would be discussed at Agenda Item 8.
Speed Limit 
Proposal

25/0342		The Board noted the contents of Commissioners’ firework display 
Bonfire &
Firework Display	provider’s communication dated 10 October 2025 explaining why the fireworks could not transported to the Island prior to 31 October 2025 to permit the Commissioners’ planned event to take place on 30 October 2025. The Town Clerk reported this problem had affected other displays on the Island and holding an event after 30 October would require the special approval of the Department of Infrastructure Harbour Division because it coincided the scallop fishing season which commences on 1 November each year. The Town Clerk reported discussions had taken place with the Department and they were supportive, in these circumstances, of holding the display on 5 November 2025 from the outer breakwater. Mrs Baptist stated this event will be reviewed by the Events and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee prior to 2026 and a press statement would need to be issued to move the event to 5 November 2025. This proposal was seconded by the Chair and the Board unanimously agreed.

25/042			The Board noted the contents of the communication dated 7 October  
Manx Utility		2025 advising their Peel Promenade Pumping Station works had been Authority Works	delayed and would now commence after the Commissioners’ firework
display. The Town Clerk reported the Manx Utility Authority had been advised the firework display was likely to now take place on the 5 November 2025. Miss Lambert stated the Manx Utility Authority had decided not to request a temporary road traffic order for West Quay to remove existing large vehicle parking to provide space for residents parking during their forthcoming works. Miss Lambert advised she had now written to the Department of Infrastructure, as a local resident, about on street parking problems on West Quay and other locations in the town. The email which had been sent to the Commissioners for support. The Chair asked the Commissioners to consider Miss Lambert’s communication.
 
25/046	The Board noted this matter would be discussed at Agenda Item 9.
Strategic Plan 	 
Consultation 	

25/046	The Board noted the contents of the Chief Minister’s response to 
Local Government	Arbory and Rushen Parish Commissioners dated 19 September 2025. 
Amendment Bill	The Town Clerk reported at the Call for Evidence meeting the Commissioners would be represented by the Chair. This meeting would take place on 28 October 2025.

25/046	The Board noted this matter would be discussed at Agenda Item 10.
Rates and 	
Valuation Act	
Consultation

25/046			The Town Clerk reported discussions had taken place with the 
Any Other		Commissioners’ kiosk tenant on relocating their bin and the repair works 
Business		to the fencing had been placed on the Commissioners’ works programme
 
25/049:	PROPERTY AND ASSET MANAGEMENT ITEMS

ITEM 3 PROPERTY AND ASSET MANAGEMENT LEAD MEMBER COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Deputy Chair reported the Property and Asset Management Lead Members Committee had a meeting scheduled for 20 October 2025. The Deputy Chair reported pilot scheme external refurbishment works at Reayrt Aalin had been completed.

PLANNING APPLICATION
The Board noted the contents of planning application 25/90882/B for the erection of a first floor extension in association with the approved works detailed under planning application 20/01166/B at the Corrin Hall, Derby Road. The Deputy Chair was concerned no additional parking was provided to support this development proposal. This view was supported by Mrs Baptist. The Chair requested a vote on this matter and the Board agreed by a split vote of 4 to 2 to NOT OPPOSE this development proposal. The Deputy Chair and Mrs Baptist voted against this decision.
ITEM 4 PLANNING DECISIONS
The Board the contents of the planning decision date 17 September 2025 to approve planning application 25/90427/REM for the construction of café, bowling green clubhouse, community facilities and public toilets at Marine Parade. The Chair proposed the old bowling green café could now be demolished subject to the retention of the toilets to serve the bowling green. This proposal was seconded by the Deputy Chair and the Board unanimously agreed.

The Board noted the content of the communication dated 6 October 2025 concerning the Manx Telecommunications application to seek an appeal against the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture’s decision to refuse their application to install telegraph poles at number of locations in the town. Mr Cubbon-Wood stated the overhead services to his property had been affected by the corrosive saltwater environment causing a loss of service and the Commissioners’ should continue to oppose these applications because it provides an outdated method of servicing residential properties. The proposal was supported by Miss Lambert and the Board agreed by split vote 5 to 1 to continue to oppose these development proposals. The Deputy Chair voted against this decision.

25/050:	 EVENTS AND COMMERCIAL INNOVATION ITEMS

ITEM 5 EVENTS & COMMERCIAL INNOVATION LEAD MEMBER COMMITTEE UPDATE

The lead members reported the Events and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee had met on 2 October 2025 when the following matters were discussed:

The lead members discussed the itinerary and reception for the Governor’s visit as discussed earlier in the meeting.

A lead member asked if Filbey’s mobile food van could attend the Firework display event. The Town Clerk advised this had not occurred before and could cause some difficulties with permanent hospitality businesses. The lead member advised they would discuss this matter with the traders. The Town Clerk reported the Oie Voaldyn organisers have requested the use of Fenella Beach to hold a private function after the firework display to thank the volunteers for delivering their event in Peel earlier in the year. The lead members agreed the use of the Fenella Beach for this private event. 

A lead member advised they were planning new activities which would take place in the cruciform of the St Peter’s Church for the Christmas light switch on event. The Town Clerk advised the road closure orders had been submitted to the Department of Infrastructure for this event. The lead members agreed the Town Clerk to seek quotation for a marquee for the crafting activities planned in the St Peter’s church cruciform. The lead members noted the content of the communication dated 30 September 2025 from the Department of Food and Agriculture for the licence to allow a live nativity as part the Christmas light switch on event. The Town Clerk asked if the lead members had obtained interest from the farming community to take part in the live nativity. A lead member advised they would provide contact details for the two livestock owners they had spoken to. The lead members discussed other new activities which should be considered as part of the 2025 event. These were: the Youth Club providing non-alcoholic mulled wine, a walk around nativity, free children’s rides, silent fireworks, and the schools providing a paper bag lantern route as an art project in addition to the usual Father Christmas, choirs, brass bands, dancing and market stalls. The Town Clerk advised he had been contacted by the Central Public House owners who were willing to take part in providing mulled wine should this be required at the event. The lead members agreed to work with the Youth Club to provide a non-alcoholic beverage.

The lead members requested information on the tractor run which usually commences on Peel Promenade in early December. 

The lead members noted the Oie Voaldyn organisers would like to hold their event again on the May bank holiday weekend in 2026. Oie Voaldyn had requested £7,000 financial assistance for this event. The lead members agreed to place this expenditure in their 2026/27 budget to allow this event to take place in 2026.

ITEM 6 CENTENARY CENTRE ART GROUP INVITATION 

The Board noted the content of the communication dated 6 October 2025 inviting the Commissioners to the Art Group event being held between 18 October and 9 December 2025 on Tuesday mornings.

25/051:	 FINANCE, OPERATIONS AND WORKS ITEMS

ITEM 7 FINANCE, OPERATIONS & STAFF RESOURCING LEAD MEMBER COMMITTEE UPDATE

The lead members reported a meeting of the Finance, Operations and Staff resources Lead Member Committee had taken place on 2 October 2025 when the following matters were discussed:

The lead members discussed potential options for elected Commissioners to use out of office notices when they are on holiday. The Town Clerk advised that this is a matter for the Commissioners to discuss. 

The lead members noted the accounts for the last 2 years are still to be signed off. The 2022/2023 accounts should have be signed off in June 2025 however; an issue with the housing deficiency now appears to be preventing this signed off.

The lead members reported they would be unable to attend the next Western Civic Amenity Site meeting. The lead members noted the former Clerk had resigned in September 2025 and a financial surplus was being predicted for the current financial year.

The lead members noted tendering for the Campsite solar panel works are progressing.

The lead members noted the content of an email dated 22 September 2025 from Dr Martin raising concerns about the North and West Area Plan Order and requesting support for the Order to be withdrawn from Tynwald consideration. The lead members agreed to support this proposal and refer this matter to the Board for consideration.

A lead member advised they had received a proposal to enable disposing of dog waste into domestic bins with the owner’s consent via the placement of stickers on the bin. It was agreed that this proposal would require reviewing by officers. A lead member provided an update regarding the potential minor improvements to level part of Headlands field to provide a football pitch. The lead member advised another quote is required because the scope of work proposed by the Event and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee has been reviewed to reduce the costs. A lead member suggested that evidence is collated regarding reserved parking spaces.

The lead members requested that the standing orders are reinstated to prevent Commissioners talking over each other during future meetings.

The Chair stated he need to set a date in November to meet with the Finance, Operations and Staff Resource to discuss the Standing Orders. This meeting would take place once the Commissioners’ Strategy and Objectives are set on 25 November 2025. Other Commissioners were welcome to attend this meeting.

25/052:	GENERAL ITEMS

ITEM 8 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT CONSULTATION

The Board noted the contents of the Department’s notes from the meeting with the Commissioners at the last Board meeting provided on 19 September 2025. The Town Clerk referenced the Department’s Road Hierarchy, Strategic Plan Hierarchy for Transport (2016) and the Manual for Manx Roads (2021) policy documents which classify the road network in Peel depending upon their movement use. Mr Cubbon-Wood proposed the current main road routes should continue to have their existing speed limits of 30 mph with variable 20 mph school zones. This would result in 20 mph being applied to actual residential streets. This proposal was seconded by Mrs Baptist because without traffic data the 20mph speed limit could only be successfully implemented on the narrower residential streets without the need to traffic calming measures. The Chair reminded the Board the Department’s original proposal recognised some areas such as the Promenade and the main routes in to Peel would require traffic calming to allow the successful implementation of a reduced 20 mph speed limit on these main traffic routes. Miss Lambert stated the 40 mph buffer zone on Ramsey Road was not required however, a 40ph buffer zone on the approach to the QE II School merited support. The Board unanimously agreed the Commissioners’ consultation response by 27 October 2025 should include the following:
· Peel’s permanent 20mph speed limit area is applied only to residential roads and not the main traffic routes subject to the Quay and the Promenade being traffic calmed to reduce the speed of traffic at these location in accordance with the Government’s existing policies and the best practice guidance on the implementation of self-enforcing speed limits.
· Peel’s permanent 20 mph speed limited area would be encompassed by and include North View. Queens Drive, Albany Road Church Street and Stanley Road.
· The reason for retaining the current variable 20 mph school zone and permanent 30mph urban speed on Glenfaba Road (to the Old Brickworks entrance/PTC Depot); Douglas Road (to the Albany Road), Poortown Road/Derby Road (to Albany Road) and Ramsey Road/Peveril Road (to Stanley Road) is the Department of Infrastructure’s current proposal was not based on traffic data to implement a self-enforcing permanent 20 mph on these main traffic routes. The Commissioners believe a traffic calming design to reduce traffic speeds at these locations will be required to supplement the 20mph speed limit and to deliver any safety benefits.
· In addition, the Commissioners supported the introduction of a 40mph buffer zone on Douglas Road from the existing 30 mph speed limit on the entry to the Town to the Cemetery entrance. 

ITEM 9 STRATEGIC PLAN PRELIMINARY PUBLICITY CONSULTATION

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Board noted this item had been deferred at the August and September Board meeting. The Board noted the consultation response was required by 27 October 2025. Miss Lambert reiterated concerns in relation to building on good agricultural land because arable land has decreased by 11.8% and grass grazing land has decreased by 4%,  in the last 10 years. In addition, the A4 Road is not deemed a strategic route even though it is a main bus route to and from the North. The Chair proposed the Commissioners’ response should be overseen by the Property and Asset Management Lead Member Committee who are scheduled to meet on 20 October 2025. This proposal was seconded by Mrs Moughtin and the Board unanimously agreed.

ITEM 10 RATES AND VALUATION ACT CONSULTATION

The Town Clerk reported the Treasury’s consultation on amendments to the Rates and Valuation Act had been extended until 31 October 2025. The Town Clerk advised the only information received to date by the Town Hall related to supporting the proposed changes in rates to increase their value for dilapidated and empty properties. However; the Town Clerk highlighted other issues relating to the proposals. For example, the rebate offered for persons renovating properties had no time limits when obtaining planning consent can take a considerable period of time. Changes to the rates paid by quarry owners/operators, including the potential reduction in rates paid by Government, would increase the Commissioners’ contributions to joint services such as the civic amenity site which is currently based on each areas total rateable value. The Town Clerk expressed administration concerns with the new proposals including the local authorities becoming responsible for funding rebates awarded by tribunals and evaluating charities. Miss Lambert stated there was other types of rented property which should pay full rates to encourage them to keep their properties in good repair to improve the overall look and feel of the Town. The Chair proposed the Town Clerk should include these concerns in the Commissioners’ consultation response. This proposal was seconded by Miss Lambert and the Board unanimously agreed.
 
ITEM 11 NORTH AND WEST AREA PLAN ORDER

The Board noted the content of the communication dated 18 September 2025 from the Cabinet Office advising the North and West Area Plan Order 2025 would be put before Tynwald for approval at the October sitting. The Board noted no significant changes had been adopted by the Cabinet Office for Peel following the Post Inquiry Modification Consultation for this Draft Plan. The Board noted the contents of the communication dated 22 September 2025 from Dr Martin including his proposed resolution for local authorities to sign up to proposing Tynwald should withdraw this Order until the new Strategic Plan is in place. The Chair stated the Commissioners have provided extensive evidence on this matter during the development of this Plan and he proposed the Commissioners should send a letter to Tynwald members before 21 October requesting the North and West Area Plan Order should be withdrawn and not adopted until the outcome of the 2026 to 2041 Strategic Plan consultation was concluded and known. This letter must reference any key supporting evidence from the Draft 2024 North and West Area Plan Public Inquiry Report on this matter. This proposal was seconded by the Deputy Chair and the Board unanimously agreed.

ITEM 12 MICHAEL STREET PRESS STATEMENT

The Board noted the content of the Commissioners’ press statement dated 6 October 2025 concerning the Michael Street retail concerns. The Chair and Lead Member for the Events and Commercial Innovation Lead Member Committee thanked the Town Clerk for sending out this information.

ITEM 13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Board and officers did not raise any other business items for consideration.

The Board meeting ended at 8.16pm 
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